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Heil and very nearly farewell 


Later this year John Hutchyns Tyndall, the leader of the British National Party, 
will finally hang up his jackboots. Since he was 19 he has been a national socialist 
activist, officer or leader in a number of often violent, racist, antisemitic and 
anti-democratic parties. From a one-time one-arm bandit salesman in Soho, 
through to a mere corporal, like his beloved Fiihrer, in the army, he has nearly 
always been one of life’s unfortunates both socially and politically. He will proba- 
bly be best remembered as the postwar nazi leader who had everything to play 
for as the leader of the National Front at the peak of its support and activity in 
the 1970s, only to throw it all away with his fanaticism and small mindedness. 

Now he is to go of his own choice, leaving behind a party that is weak, demor- 
alised and officered by men who never had the guts to stand up to him as he got 
it wrong time and time again. Although time did not soften Tyndall’s bigotry, it 
certainly left him seeking a soft and secure retirement and an unwillingness to 
dirty his hands as he had in earlier years. 

His successor, Nick Griffin, Tyndall’s second choice for the job, is a very differ- 
ent person. The son of a professional family and Cambridge educated, he espous- 
es a world view of fascism for the next century and has a circle of political con- 
tacts that includes some of the worst enemies of decent people around the world. 
Griffin has all the attributes of a nazi boss, he is arrogant, he is cunning and 
above all he is orientated towards the postwar forms of far-right politics that 
have led to violence in many parts of the world, not least in Italy. 

It is no secret that both the security services and Searchlight regarded Tyndall’s 
continued leadership of the largest of the now small far-right parties in Britain as 
no bad thing, because of his incompetence, lack of intellect, and fear of ending up 
in prison again. Mr Griffin is more a man to be reckoned with. His suspended 
sentence at Harrow Crown Court last month is hardly likely to frustrate his 
blind ambition to tear down democracy and replace it with a 21st century version 
of the vision of the men who less than 60 years ago led the world to disaster. 


Keeping them out, keeping them in 

Between Britain’s ever stricter regulations and actions against Roma refugees 
trying to flee racism in the Czech Republic and Slovakia and the current plans 
there to restart building ghetto walls, Europe seems not to be moving forwards to 
a new millennium but leaping back several centuries. UNITED for Intercultural 
Action, the network against nationalism, racism and fascism, has launched a new 
long-term campaign in support of refugees. It will lobby for a just immigration 
and asylum policy and carry out research into deaths of refugees trying to enter 
“Fortress Europe”. Activities will centre around 16 June, international refugee 
day. Searchlight urges its readers worldwide to support this campaign. 
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BNP stands at the crossroads 


r ; V he British National Party had 
hoped for something quite 
spectacular in the May local 

elections. After its surprisingly good 

general election results in East London 

last year, where it polled over 15,000 

votes, a couple of council seats was not 

totally out of the question. 


The party’s leader, John Tyndall, wrote as 
much in the January edition of the BNP mag- 
azine Spearhead. Yet when the results came 
they proved another big disappointment for a 
party that genuinely believes it is on the verge 
of an electoral breakthrough. 

It was nearly five years since the BNP 
achieved its famous by-election victory in the 
Tower Hamlets ward of Millwall. The far- 
right party went into the 1994 council elec- 
tions, the last occasion when London seats 
were contested, full of hope. Although Derek 
Beackon lost his Millwall seat, the party saw 
its vote increase dramatically across east 
London. The BNP gained 28% of the vote in 
Millwall, while in neighbouring Newham the 
party surprised everyone, including itself, 
with a 33% share in Beckton ward. 

It was evident long before election day that 
the BNP’s vote was never going to reach that 
achieved in 1994, While a strong showing in 
Beckton was possible, the likelihood of the 
group scoring any victories was remote. 

In Millwall its most successful candidate 
gained 5.9% of the total votes cast, compared 
to the 10.4% achieved by Beackon when he 
lost his seat. The three BNP candidates 
together gained 18% of the vote, well down 
on the 28% won in 1994. 

Other wards in Tower Hamlets were no less 
successful for the BNP. In 1994 Vic Dooley 
received 12.3% in St James ward, whereas 
Paul Maxwell achieved only 4.3% this time 
round. His vote of 168 looked quite pathetic 
against the 653 for Dooley. Maxwell must 
have wished he had stood in St Peters ward as 
he did four years ago; then he scored 889 
votes, an 8% share. 

On the other side of Tower Hamlets the 
BNP’s vote was pitiful, compared to 1994. 
With seven candidates, as against eight last 
time, the BNP polled only 2,386 votes com- 
pared to 9,337 in 1994. In 1994 their candi- 
dates averaged 8.9%, while last month their 
share slumped to 4.5%. 

The story was the same in Newham. The 
BNP’s candidates hovered around the 4% 
level, with only three achieving more. Peter 
Hart gained 11% in Beckton, and Paul Borg 
(West Ham) and Michael Davidson (Canning 
Town) both received 8%. Despite standing 11 
candidates, compared to five in 1994, the 
BNP’s total vote fell from 3,083 to 2,256, an 
average candidate vote of 5.3%. 

Outside London the BNP achieved its usual 
derisory vote, with some candidates failing to 
gain even 100 votes. 

There are two main reasons why the BNP’s 
vote collapsed: firstly a vastly different politi- 
cal situation compared to the early 1990s, and 
secondly the party’s lack of organisational 
ability. 
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Now marching under a different banner: Wayne Ashcroft (left carrying papers), 
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with the National Front in Dover last autumn 


The BNP remains a shambolic 
organisation. Its activist base has 
dwindled in recent years, its 
organisers are generally of a very 
low calibre and the vast bulk of 
its branches are no more than 
drinking clubs for overweight, 
middle-aged men, whose only 
sense of power and importance 
comes from being part of a gang 


Derek Beackon’s victory in Millwall in 
September 1993 was the culmination of a 
three-year “Rights for Whites” campaign 
launched after the stabbing of a local teenag- 
er, John Stoner, in 1990. Exploiting such inci- 
dents and benefiting from a fortunate succes- 
sion of local council by-elections, the BNP 
built up a momentum that was to end with 
Beackon’s victory. 

This time the BNP had no such back- 
ground. In 1994 it successfully exploited the 
frustration many white voters were experienc- 
ing with the main political parties — an 
unpopular Conservative government and a 
local Labour Party tarnished with allegations 
of corruption. This was not readily the case 
last month. A popular Labour government, a 
Conservative Party out of office and the 
Liberal Democrats presenting themselves as 
more radical than Labour on social issues 
have left less room for the BNP. 

Even so, there remains a problem in east 
London. During the 1997 general election the 
BNP received over 16,000 votes across east 
and southeast London, saving deposits in two 
constituencies. When this is viewed in the 


context of an election that saw Labour swept 
to power with a huge majority, the BNP vote 
was even more remarkable. That the party 
was unable to exploit this with a more con- 
vincing performance in the local elections 
owes much to its internal failings. 

The BNP remains a shambolic organisa- 
tion. Its activist base has dwindled in recent 
years, its organisers are generally of a very 
low calibre and the vast bulk of its branches 
are no more than drinking clubs for over- 
weight, middle-aged men, whose only sense 
of power and importance comes from being 
part of a gang. 

The BNP received over 500 new enquiries 
after its election victory in 1993, but even this 
was dwarfed by the estimated 3,500 enquiries 
after last year’s general election. However 
only a fraction progressed beyond the horror 
of receiving the BNP “information pack”, and 
of those who did only a minority survived 
their first meeting. 

With a couple of exceptions few BNP 
branches have seen any real growth since the 
general election and attendance at last 
November’s annual rally was only 20 up from 
the year before. Estimates from inside the 
party suggest that eight months after the gen- 
eral election the BNP’s membership has actu- 
ally dropped. 

Some new branches have emerged, for 
example South Birmingham and South Wales, 
but even here there is no indication of any 
move away from the party’s typical supporter, 
male and thuggish. 

The West Midlands has been the BNP’s 
only true success story since the election, an 
area where it has long been hindered by the 
presence of the National Front. Over the past 
couple of months the BNP’s West Midlands 
operation has been assisted by the recruitment 
of the entire local branch of the National 
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Democrats, an infusion of at most 20 
people. Likewise the recruitment of 
the former NF organiser Wayne 
Ashcroft will add energy to the BNP’s 
activities. However it must be stressed 
that Ashcroft is presently the only 
member to have left the NF and this 
was due to the widespread dislike of 
the young man. 

Even in east London the BNP is far 
from an efficient organisation. While 
it has over 200 members across the 
region, the number of activists is 
below 50, of whom some do no more 
than attend meetings. The Tower 
Hamlets and Newham branches rarely 
meet, and when they do they are usu- 
ally consumed with bitter recrimina- 
tions over the party’s latest disaster. 
So poor is the organisation in 
Newham that many of its members 
fail to receive the party’s monthly 
newspaper. 

In the early 1990s the BNP was able 
to exploit local incidents such as the 
stabbing of John Stoner. Eight years 
later and with the “Rights for Whites” 
organisers long gone from the party, it 
was in no position to do this. Even 
when a vicious gang attack on a white 
boy brought immediate indignation 
from the BNP, it was unable to exploit 
the situation as it might once have 
done. 

When the BNP began planning its 
local election campaign last summer it 
hoped to stand candidates in every 
seat throughout Tower Hamlets and 
Newham, a total of 60 candidates. In 
the end the party managed to find only 
16 people willing to put their names forward. 

The BNP then hoped to launch its election 
campaign to coincide with the BNP’s 15th 
anniversary celebrations. Held in September, 
that event too failed, with Tyndall coming off 
second best in an argument with local people. 
The BNP promised to hold another local 
rally, but it never took place. 

The BNP also continues to suffer from its 
feud with the neo-nazi group Combat 18 dur- 
ing the mid-1990s. By proscribing C18, the 
BNP lost an entire generation of young 
activists. Not only has this reduced its cam- 
paigning effectiveness, but the loss of street 
muscle has reduced the BNP street presence 
to virtually nil. 

The problem is not simply organisational. 
For as long as the BNP remains marginalised, 
it will be unable to attract the calibre of 
people to lead it out of the political wilder- 
ness. The present organisers owe their posi- 
tions more to long service and a willingness 
to do the job, rather than to their leadership 
capabilities. 

The next 12 months will be a crucial period 
for the future of the BNP. With its relatively 
disastrous local election results, the impor- 
tance of next year’s European elections has 
grown. The BNP has earmarked these 
elections as a priority for some time, with 
estimates that it will stand up to 20 candi- 
dates. This would entitle the party to another 
five-minute television broadcast and a free 
mailshot to six million homes — a potential 
audience of 12 million people. 

For the first time the European elections 
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What do you call a fascist in a suit? A convicted criminal. 
Nick Griffin leaving Harrow Crown Court 





The differences between Griffin 
and Lecomber lie at the heart of 
the future direction of the BNP. 
While Lecomber seems genuinely 
to believe that power can be 
attained through elections, in 
much the same way as the FN in 
France, for Griffin elections are 
no more than a useful tool to gain 
publicity and recruits 





will be held under proportional representa- 
tion. While it is probably not feasible for a 
BNP candidate to be elected, it is not entirely 
out of the question. According to Home 
Office statistics, the BNP would need an 8% 
share of the London vote to secure one of the 
ten seats up for election in London. Such a 
result is highly unlikely. During the general 
election the BNP received 7% in only two 
east London constituencies and 2% across 
London in the seats it contested. 

Whatever the result, proportional represen- 
tation has far more significance for the BNP 
than merely next year’s elections. It is con- 
ceivably the beginning of proportional repre- 
sentation across Britain’s entire electoral sys- 
tem, something that could well see BNP can- 
didates being elected at local and national 
level. Britain’s present voting system has tra- 
ditionally encouraged a two-party set-up, to 


the detriment of third or smaller 
parties; a new voting system 
could radically alter the political 
landscape. 

The BNP’s operation for the 
European elections will be on a 
scale never previously witnessed. 
Aiming to raise over £50,000, 
the BNP intends to print over six 
million colour leaflets, buy two 
transit vans to distribute its mate- 
rial around the country and hire 
expensive camera and sound 
equipment to produce its televi- 
sion broadcast. In addition, it 
hopes to open a new campaign 
office in London to coordinate its 
activities, and run a bank of 
phone lines together with new 
follow-up material in an attempt 
to retain interest people. 

Another facet of its operation 
is what one BNP leader calls 
“counter-power”: “helping white 
communities resist Asian ethnic 
cleansing in east London and 
West Yorkshire”. Translated into 
ordinary language this means 
whipping up racial tensions and 
hoping to gain electorally as a 
result. The BNP employed a sim- 
ilar strategy in southeast London 
during the early 1990s — five 
young black men were murdered 
during this period and racial 
attacks more than doubled. 

The other major event for the 
BNP will be the emergence of a 
new leader. After 17 years as the 
undisputed chief of the BNP, 
John Tyndall is about to step down. He will 
be replaced by Nick Griffin, one of the lead- 
ers of the NF during the 1980s. 

This will be a significant change that goes 
well beyond personalities. Griffin learnt much 
during his association with a number of 
Italian third positionists who fled to Britain in 
the early 1980s after they were involved in a 
number of criminal acts in Italy. He has not 
only adopted much of their political and 
economic theory, based largely on the work 
of Julius Evola, but also a system of cadre 
training which he is now keen to foster on the 
BNP. 

Realising that they are hampered by a lack 
of educated activists and organisers, Griffin is 
planning training seminars for key activists 
around the country. He is also central to the 
drive to use new technology in the party’s 
operations. 

One BNP achievement in the local elec- 
tions was the production, albeit quite crude, 
of a 15-minute video. Free copies were dis- 
tributed throughout east London, with people 
being asked to pass it on to neighbours when 
they had seen it. Griffin sees this as the start. 
He hopes to produce a regular video maga- 
zine and CD-Roms aimed at university and 
public school students, and has even dis- 
cussed the possibility of the BNP establishing 
its own radio station. 

What Griffin has understood, which has 
been decidedly lacking in other BNP leaders, 
is that for it to achieve even a fraction of the 
success of its European counterparts, the 
party needs to establish an intellectual base. 
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Three hundred activists like 
Keith Axon, the party’s West 
Midlands organiser, are hardly 
likely to transform the BNP. He 
has also realised that for the 
time being at least, if ever, the 
party is unlikely to attract expe- 
rienced Conservative Party 
activists to its cause. The only 
remaining avenue is young 
middle-class students, more 
radical than their elders, and 
perhaps more willing to experi- 
ment with far-right politics. 

While Griffin continues to 
press the usual neo-nazi bug- 
bears, such as Holocaust denial 
and the Jewish conspiracy, he 
has tempered, publicly at least, 
his third position politics in his 
attempt to gain control of the 
BNP. Looking enviously across 
the Channel, Griffin and the 
new BNP hope to replicate the French Front 
National’s success in Britain, in what 
Griffin’s rival for leader, Tony Lecomber, 
describes as “Euro-Nationalism”’. 

Translated, this means a shift away from 
street activities such as demonstrations and 
public meetings in an attempt to eradicate any 
connection with violence, for which it feels it 
always gets blamed, and swapping the 


’ bomber jacket and t-shirt for a collar and tie. 


Perhaps this chameleon-like transformation 
would be taken more seriously if Lecomber 
were not its strongest supporter, a man with a 
conviction for trying to bomb the offices of 
another political organisation. 

It seems that Lecomber has publicly 
accepted playing second fiddle to Griffin, 
although privately he is seething with anger. 
As Tyndall is taking most of his money with 
him, the new party leader needs a degree of 
self-financing. This is not a problem for 
Griffin, who was left several hundred thou- 
sand pounds by his grandfather and is in line 
for an estimated half a million pounds when 
his father dies. 

The differences between Griffin and 
Lecomber go beyond personalities and lie at 
the heart of the future direction of the BNP. 
While Lecomber seems genuinely to believe 








Above: Tony 
Lecomber behind 
the BNP’s outgoing 
leader John 
Tyndall, on his way 
to Griffin's trial, no 
doubt hoping for a 
custodial sentence 
to leave the field 
open for his own 
leadership 
ambitions. 

Left: Keith Axon, 
the BNP’s West 
Midlands 
organiser, no 
longer the image 
the new leader 
wants to project 


that power can be attained through elections, 
in much the same way as the FN in France, 
Griffin dismisses any such notions. For him 
elections are no more than a useful tool to 
gain publicity and recruits. Thus he showed 
little interest in last month’s local council 
elections. 

Politically the two men are also quite some 
distance apart. In his publication Patriot 
Lecomber strives for a Euro-nationalism that 
has discarded its national-socialist trappings, 
while Griffin has no problem with pursuing 
Holocaust denial and the wider Jewish con- 
spiracy. Likewise Griffin privately dismisses 
Lecomber’s campaign of making east London 
the BNP’s priority. During conversations with 
undercover Cook Report journalists, Griffin 
described the white population of east 
London as “decadent and stupid”. He would 
prefer to shift emphasis away from poor 
white communities to the more upwardly 
mobile groups who occupy the new towns of 
Milton Keynes, Basildon and Slough. 

The recent BNP campaign directed at the 
pro-Countryside campaign is part of Griffin’s 
new strategy to attract a more educated and 
wealthy base. However here lies Griffin’s 
problem. It is generally within the working- 
class areas of east London and West 


Yorkshire, where local peo- 
ple will become increasingly 
disillusioned with the Labour 
government, that the BNP 
could achieve its biggest 
breakthroughs and these are 
the areas Lecomber is keen 
to prioritise. 

However Griffin is keen to 
look to the more middle-class 
sections of society, which is 
where the BNP has a poor 
image. Breaking out of its 
present peripheral state with- 
in society to attract people 
who would previously have 
backed the Conservative 
Party is Griffin’s greatest and 
most difficult challenge. 
History shows that this will 
be a difficult task. 

In the 1970s the NF suc- 
cessfully recruited a sizeable 
group of Conservative 
activists who were increasingly disillusioned 
with Heath, but it did not take them long to 
return to the fold with the arrival of Margaret 
Thatcher. Today the BNP starts from a worse 
position. A moderate Conservative Party is in 
opposition and the issues of immigration and 
loss of empire no longer dominate the politi- 
cal agenda as they did in the late 1960s and 
early 1970s. 

The other major difference is the lack of 
trade union activity, which combined with the 
red paranoia that was rife in right-wing 
Conservative circles at the time caused many 
traditional Conservatives to look to more 
extreme groups to articulate their views. 

Whether Griffin can transform the BNP 
from its present marginalised state is open to 
question. A successful European election 
campaign, coupled with an influx of more 
educated and experienced activists would 
obviously go some way in that direction. 
However Griffin’s continued reverence for 
national socialist ideology can only restrict 
the BNP’s advance. Last year he co-wrote a 
pamphlet entitled Mindbenders: Who 
Controls the Media, identifying Jewish peo- 
ple in the media, and more recently he tried to 
use a court appearance as an opportunity to 
deny the Holocaust. Such easily identifiable 
connections to Hitler’s rule in Germany will 
never succeed in Britain, a country where 
English nationalism includes a deep-seated 
hatred for Germany and especially Hitler. 

The importance of the forthcoming political 
period has undoubtedly been behind the 
BNP’s desire to join with the NF, or more 
pertinently, to swallow its rivals up within its 
organisation. Despite overtures from the BNP, 
which were admitted in the March issue of 
Spearhead, the NF has so far declined the 
opportunity to dissolve itself. 

The next 12 months will make or break the 
BNP. Failure to capitalise on the forthcoming 
European elections will not only squander its 
only remaining electoral opportunity to 
exploit a right-wing Labour government this 
side of the next general election, but poten- 
tially allow rival right-wing groupings, inside 
and outside the Conservative Party, to fill the 
void. 


@ Local election results, page 24 
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BNP’s boss-to-be hung by his own rope 


ick Griffin became a fully 

qualified member of _ the 

British National Party’s crimi- 
nal leadership on 1 May, when he was 
given a nine-month prison sentence, 
suspended for two years, for publish- 
ing the racist magazine The Rune. The 
conviction still leaves him far short of 
the long and violent criminal record of 
the outgoing BNP leader, John 
Tyndall, to whom Griffin stands as 
heir apparent. 

Griffin’s co-defendant, Paul Ballard, the 
éminence grise of Croydon BNP, was sen- 
tenced to six months, likewise suspended for 
two years, also in connection with The Rune. 
The long-awaited five-day trial at Harrow 
Crown Court followed police raids on Griffin 
and Ballard in December 1996. 

The raids were the direct result of 
Searchlight passing a copy of the offensive 
hate publication to the outgoing MP Alex 
Carlile QC, who immediately called upon the 
police to seek a prosecution. 

Anti-fascist observers at the trial had been 
convinced that Griffin would be jailed and 
were shocked to hear Mr Justice Copley refer 
to the defendants’ “previous good character” 
and the supposed “exceptional circum- 
stances” which justified suspending the sen- 
tence. Ballard has had a suspended sentence 
for drunken driving and the best one can say 
about Griffin is that he should have been 
arrested for his activities in East Anglia in the 
1980s if nothing else. 

Presumably the judge was unaware that 
Griffin has for years been the leader of the 
ultra-militant faction in British nationalism. 
While reformed thugs such as_ Tony 
Lecomber have argued for an electorally 
based “respectable” strategy, Griffin has 
urged the BNP to seize control of the streets, 
especially in the racial flashpoints of east and 
south London. 

The publication which led to Griffin’s con- 
viction, issue 12 of The Rune, was specifical- 
ly designed to appeal to the ultra-violent 
fringe, then torn between the BNP, National 
Front and various factions of Blood and 
Honour and the nazi terror group Combat 18. 

Advocating nazi violence was nothing new 
for Griffin, who has played a leading role in 
several different British fascist groups over 
the past 20 years. The most consistent aspect 
of his political career has been contempt for 
“moderate” fascist electoral _ strategies, 
although he has always been prepared to use 
elections as a means of recruitment. During 
his trial he tried to con the jury into believing 
the opposite. 

In 1983 Griffin took over the NF in alliance 
with the fugitive Italian terrorists Roberto 
Fiore and Massimo Morsello, who were also 
running a business with Griffin in London. 

A few years later Griffin led the “political 
soldier” faction of the NF, holding special 
training sessions and exercises for nazi 
“cadres” and openly scorning the electoral 
approach of the rival NF “Flag Group”. 

The political soldiers made short-lived con- 
tacts with Irish terrorists, on both sides, and 
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Above: A Searchlight surveillance team catches BNP minder Tony Newell (with 





arms crossed) outside Bow Street magistrates court during committal 
proceedings. Despite his show of muscle we were able to operate uninterrupted. 
Below left: Ballard (left) and Griffin outside Harrow Crown Court in deep 
conversation after Ballard pleaded guilty. Instantly the Carlile two became the 
Carlile one. Below right: While Griffin tried to persuade even his star witness 

Dr Faurisson that he had been charged over no more than a drawing of a Viking 
woman, it soon became dramatically clear to all concerned why he was standing 
in the dock. The offending copy of The Rune: overleaf the words read “When 
payback time comes, we can put the actual ROPE to CAPITAL WORK!” 





had longterm ties with the Libyan and Iranian 
regimes. After further splits, Griffin joined 
his fellow nazi fanatic Derek Holland in the 
International Third Position. 

In the early 1990s Griffin lost an eye after 
being injured by a shotgun cartridge 
fragment. This mysterious accident took 
place at the ITP’s French commune in 
Normandy. Soon afterwards Griffin left the 
ITP and began his slow emergence as heir 
apparent to Tyndall. But his obsession with 
political violence had not abated, as the C18 
saga was to prove. 
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The Rune was originally published by a 
small faction of former NF members in 
Croydon, centred on Ballard and John 
Merritt, who combined an intellectual image 
with a devotion to racist thuggery. After a 
few years with British Movement and 
the ITP, this group defected to the BNP 
during the 1992 general election campaign. 
Merritt had been a very active youthful 
member of the NF many years earlier. 
Between them and the local group of nazi- 
worshippers they prepared the way for 
Griffin’s entry into the BNP by giving him a 
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The second hearing at Harrow produced a bevy of far-right stars: Dr Faurisson (second from 
left), Richard Edmonds (back), Nick Griffin (in front of Edmonds), John Tyndall (to Griffin's right), 
Ron Smith (with rucksack), Bob Gertner (bald head), and Vic Dooley (going down the steps). 





Below: Barnaby James Ore, the BNP’s video king 





platform at Croydon branch meetings during 
the following year. 

The Rune was never fully accepted by the 
BNP leadership, although it published several 
pseudonymous articles by the BNP press offi- 
cer Mike Newland. 

BNP officials, such as Richard Edmonds 
and John Morse, knew that the Croydon 
group was heavily involved with the emerg- 
ing C18. They feared that an alliance between 
the intellectual Griffin circle and the C18 
street boss Charlie Sargent could form the 
nucleus of a new and damaging split. 

One or two more thoughtful BNP observers 
also suspected, from a very early stage, that 
both Sargent and Griffin could be state 
agents. Their suspicions about Sargent have 
since been proved correct. 

Griffin and his old terrorist comrade Fiore 





(who was an MI6 asset), worked closely with 
Sargent and C18 providing security for David 
Irving’s meetings in 1991 and 1992. Then, as 
the BNP-C18 split began to harden during 
1993, Griffin seemed to be taking Sargent’s 
side during internal BNP discussions. 

A London-based faction within the party 
leadership, including Lecomber, Newland and 
Ian Dell, called for Tyndall to take tough 
action against C18, and to make it clear that 
the BNP was a “modern” nationalist party 
aiming to take power through the ballot box, 
not a violent street gang. 

Griffin used articles in Spearhead and The 
Rune, which he had now taken over as a plat- 
form for his bid for the BNP leadership, to 
argue that racist gang violence had to be an 
important part of the party’s “twin-track” 
strategy. 


In effect, Griffin helped 
to keep C18 within the BNP 
for several months, until its 
attacks on other party 
activists, and increasing evi- 
dence that it was an under- 
cover state operation, forced 
Tyndall to take action. 

Issue 12 of The Rune, 
which led to last month’s 
convictions, was still pro- 
moting Griffin’s hardline 
approach, from its front 
cover picture of a noose, to 


be used “when payback 
time comes”, through an 
interview with the 
Mosleyite fascist relic 


Ronald Creasy, to vile anti- 
semitic cartoons. 

Despite all this, however, 
Griffin’s “previous good 
character” was deemed to 
justify suspending his sen- 
tence. Mr Justice Copley 
was right to say that the cir- 
cumstances of the case were 
“exceptional” — since it was 
the first time for a decade 
that a real leader of British 
racism had been put on trial. 
But it seems that the well 
heeled promoters of racial violence have to be 
judged more leniently than its shaven-headed 
practitioners. The organ-grinder was treated 
more kindly than the monkey by the subtly 
weighted scales of British justice. 

Whatever our misgivings over the sentence, 
the jury should be congratulated for seeing 
through Griffin’s deceptive defence. This 
involved presenting “racial separatism” as 
somehow different from racism, and attempt- 
ing to convince the jury that Holocaust denial 
is a reasonable academic position rather than 
an antisemitic libel. 

The first star witness for the defence was 
Dr Robert Faurisson, the leading denier of the 
Auschwitz gas chambers, who was himself 
convicted in a Paris court on the first day of 
Griffin’s trial. 
~ The Harrow court refused to allow 
Faurisson to turn Griffin’s trial into a plat- 
form for hours of Holocaust denial, restricting 
him to just over half an hour’s testimony, and 
the jury was clearly unimpressed by his pseu- 
do-academic justification for Griffin’s 
obscene lies. 

Earlier, testifying in his own defence, 
Griffin had emphasised the recent revelations 
about state control of C18. If state agencies, 
via Sargent, were publishing mountains of 
violent racist bile during the same period that 
he was publishing The Rune, how could his 
publication be likely to stir up racial hatred. 
Once again, the jury reached the right conclu- 
sion, that Griffin and Sargent were different 
faces of the same coin. 

Next up were Colin Smith, organiser of 
Bexley and Dartford BNP, and Newland, 
former BNP press officer and Internet scribe. 
Their role was to persuade the jury that 
Griffin and the BNP were respectable politi- 
cal campaigners, and that far from being 
criminal racists, they had been happy to work 
with black people to promote repatriation. 

Here was the heart of the Griffin con. 
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Newland had been one of his 
main opponents during the 
BNP’s power struggle, yet here 
they were pretending to be on 
the same side, the side of rea- 
son and moderation. 

Meanwhile Smith, on other 
occasions a proud wearer of the 
swastika, was showing the jury 
a shameless fake leaflet, sup- 
posedly distributed as part of 
the BNP election campaign and 
aimed at winning over black 
voters. 

The final witness and star of 
the show was the bizarrely 
attired Osiris Akkebala, leader 
of an eccentric black separatist 
sect, who was flown in at great 
expense from Florida. Regular 
readers will remember 
Akkebala as a fellow traveller 
with British fascists in the 
1980s, when he was_ inter- 
viewed in the NF journal 
Nationalism Today. 

In this instance, the jury’s 
common sense was probably 
helped by the spectacle of 
Akkebala being sworn in as a 
witness using the Egyptian 
Book of the Dead, the notorious occult bible. 

It was truly a sight to behold: Akkebala 
being sworn in while the BNP “minders” 
were growling and scraping their knuckles 
over the “niggers on the jury”. Here was 
proof that putting a thug into a suit cannot 
make him behave like a human being. 

The attempted con was completed in 
Griffin’s summing up, when in classic style 
he referred to an anonymous Jewish friend 
who was standing as a BNP candidate in the 


Absent witness 


In his attempts to draw international atten- 
tion to his case, Nick Griffin had been in 
regular contact with Ernst Ziindel, the 
notorious German-Canadian Hitler lover 
and Holocaust denier. He had apparently 
hoped to bring Ziindel to Britain as a wit- 
ness in his case, to denounce British jus- 
tice. It turned out, however, that Ziindel 
was having growing problems of his own. 

Ziindel, who once claimed that flying 
saucers were Hitler’s secret weapon, has 
suffered two defeats in the Canadian 
courts. 

First the Supreme Court ruled that the 
Security and Intelligence Review 
Committee, which is reviewing Ziindel’s 
application for Canadian citizenship, was 
not biased against him. 

Ziindel, who has lived in Canada since 
1958, applied for citizenship on 24 
October 1993 in an attempt to avoid depor- 
tation to Germany after falling foul of 
Canadian law. 

A week later Ziindel also lost his attempt 
to stop the Federal Human Rights hearings 
on the contents of his Internet activities. 
The hearings resumed on 11 May. 


From our Canadian correspondent 
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current elections. So this was why the recent- 
ly expelled Jewish renegade was allowed 
back into the BNP; to help create a smoke- 
screen for Griffin. 

The Harrow trial leaves more questions 
than it answers. 
@ Since a suspended sentence is supposed to 
be a “last chance”, will Griffin and Ballard be 
imprisoned if they continue their racist propa- 
gandising? 
@ Will Steve Cartwright, a prominent mem- 
ber of Griffin’s security team during the trial 
and a key liaison between the BNP, the UDA 
and C18, be prosecuted for his militant racist 
magazine Highlander? 
@ Who paid Griffin’s enormous defence 
costs? Questioned by the judge after being 
ordered to pay £2,300 of prosecution costs, 
Griffin claimed that his wife was the main 
family breadwinner, while he was a “free- 





Above, starting second from left: Two security men with strong Birmingham accents, lan Dell 
(back to camera) Nick Griffin (with folder), Bob Gertner (arm in sling), behind him Scotsman 
David Kerr (not to be confused with the third positionist David Kerr), Barnaby Ore (in woolly 
hat), John Morse (with beard), Paul Henderson (far right). Below: Steve Cartwright (right), the 
BNP’s top jockey in Scotland, and John Morse (with beard) 





lance typesetter” with minuscule earnings and 
virtually no capital. His parents are wealthy. 
While Searchlight suspects that Griffin has 
obtained at least some financial backing from 
international nazis in Canada and elsewhere, 
we would be very interested in further details. 

In the meantime we understand that Dr 
Kitty Little has been asking her friend, the 
dotty Lady Jane Birdwood, to help the poor 
lad out with a supply of cash to cover his five 
days in court. We also understand that the 
response was positive. The incoming BNP 
leader and country squire should therefore not 
be reduced to posting notices in the party’s 
journals appealing for financial help to pay 
for his failed courtroom battle. 

Searchlight is grateful to Griffin for one 
thing: he set up his comrades, from both 
Britain and abroad, for one of the best photo 
opportunities of recent years. 


SOCIAL CREDIT 





Harmless crank economics 
or antisemitic ideology? 


Searchlight has been aware recently of increased activities by 
groups espousing “social credit” policies and attempting entryism 
into mainstream and larger fringe parties by stealth. 

In this article Searchlight looks at the links of social credit groups 
with postwar fascist groups and individuals, as well as its history 


and ideology. 


ince the war, the antisemitism at the 

core of social credit has attracted the 

attentions of a large number of 
extreme-right-wing and fascist individuals 
and organisations. In Britain there have been 
three main outlets for social credit ideas: 
Bloomfield Books, The Social Credit 
Secretariat and The Liverpool Newsletter. 


Bloomfield Books 


Bloomfield Books is owned and run by 
Donald A Martin, a veteran extreme-right 
activist who now lives in Sudbury, Suffolk, in 
conjunction with Barry Turner, a retired mili- 
tary man and active businessman. Turner is 
well known in some of the more secretive far- 
right circles for his links with Muslim 
fundamentalist groups operating in Britain 
today. Some of the leaders of these groups are 
now actively introducing and advancing their 
views on banking and “usury” wrapped up as 
social credit from an extremist religious per- 
spective by entryist methods into parties such 
as the Greens. 

Martin has established himself as the sole 
copyright holder and main publisher of the 
work of C H Douglas, the founder of social 
credit, and therefore has a central role in the 
dissemination of social credit ideas. His role 
is a matter of concern, as Martin also has a 
long pedigree as a well connected racist, anti- 


A brief ideological 


explanation 


C H Douglas expounded his ideas on 
social credit in a series of books and pam- 
phlets, such as Economic Democracy, 
Credit Power and Democracy and Social 
Credit, written in his strident, impractical 
and turgid prose. In simple terms Douglas 
argued that modern economies suffered 
from a deficiency in purchasing power. He 
believed that the production of goods by 
manufacturers did not provide sufficient 
wages for all manufactured goods to find a 
market. This “gap” was filled by banks 
providing loans and charging interest on 
them. Instead Douglas wanted to introduce 
a scheme of government controlled nation- 
al credit, “just price” regulation, retail dis- 
counting and dividends, which would sup- 
posedly harmonise supply and demand in 
the economy as well as undermining the 
power of finance. 


io 
semitic and extreme-right activist. 

Martin returned to England in 1970, 
after 14 years in Australia, to establish 
the British branch of the Crown 
Commonwealth League of Rights. 
During the 1970s the British League 
of Rights (BLR) involved itself in 
anti-Common Market activity and developed 
links across the right, from the fringes of the 
Conservative Party to outright fascist organi- 
sations. Searchlight revealed that the BLR 
was the British branch of the World Anti- 
Communist League and that the convicted 
racist activist, The Dowager Lady Jane 
Birdwood, was its general secretary. 

Martin had previously been involved with 
the Australian League of Rights, an extremist 
antisemitic organisation founded in 1960, 
with small branches in other white 
Commonwealth countries. Its leader, Eric 
Butler, is a lifelong antisemite who was 
involved with the Social Credit Party in 
Australia in the 1930s and published one of 
the first postwar editions of the notorious 
antisemitic forgery, The Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion. 

Martin is the UK distributor of Butler’s 
conspiratorial newssheet New Times, and of 
Spotlight, the magazine of the American neo- 
nazi Liberty Lobby. Martin also distributes 
his own tatty publication, On Target, as well 
as Bloomfield Books catalogues. These are 
often carry the imprint of Intelligence 
Publications (UK), another Martin offshoot. 

On Target’s policies are a mixture of social 
credit economics, declarations of the extreme 
Christian right and familiar racist rhetoric: “to 
preserve the heritage and traditions of the 
British peoples to oppose large-scale 
immigration of alien peoples and to work for 
the maintenance of a homogeneous communi- 
ty”. Its pages are filled with obsessive anti- 
semitic conspiracy theories and _ historical 
revisionist articles which relativise, or ques- 
tion, the Nazi Holocaust. Recent issues 
declare that “the Zionist lobby, Organised 
Jewry, has indeed established a vice-like grip 
on the corridors of power in the United States 
... the British public are not told of the extent 
to which both major political parties have 
become hostage to powerful Jewish financial 
and business interests ... certain Zionist-ori- 
ented elements have come gradually to wield 
enormous and disproportionate power in 
Finance, Politics, the Communication Media, 
the Universities, Entertainment, Public office.” 





an WITHIN: HIZB-UT. 7, 
5 F GROWING ry, 


rAHRI, 
REAT OF ani, Ae MUHAMROU, 


p THE_WAY_OF Ta tae Micsrany. COMSAT 
AND THE LEADERSHp Ths AVATOLLAN 


IE IRANIAN vy, ene OEE 


English Nationalist Movement 
publication promoting “entryism” as a 
means of political advance 


As well as stocking works on social credit, 
Bloomfield Books sells books by numerous 
antisemitic writers, such as Ivor Benson, Eric 
Butler, and A K Chesterton, the founding 
leader of the National Front. It also sells nazi 
and Holocaust denial classics, such as Leon 
Degrelle’s Story of the Waffen SS, Butz’s 
Hoax of the Twentieth Century, Hitler’s Mein 
Kampf and Richard Harwood’s Did Six 
Million Really Die? 

However the efforts of Martin and his late 
wife did not end there. They were both 
involved in a series of tiny but noisy far-right 
pressure groups, such as the remnants of the 
postwar antisemitic Housewives’ League and 
a range of anti Common Market operations, 
which allowed them to cross the political 
lines into broader and larger anti-Market 
groups, sometimes without being spotted. 
Martin’s wife was close to a number of far- 
right Tory MPs who espoused right-wing 
positions on abortion, women priests and the 
sanctity of the family. 

The despicable nature of Martin’s extremist 
and racist political beliefs is very clear from 
an examination of the publications he pro- 
duces. This is reinforced by his extensive his- 
tory of close involvement with notorious anti- 
semitic activists and organisations. Clearly 
his control over Douglas’s output means that 
he wields considerable influence within the 
social credit milieu. Those who believe in 
social credit but deplore its antisemitic under- 
currents should publicly distance themselves 
from him and his publications. 


Social Credit Secretariat 


The SCS sees itself as the true upholder of the 
social credit ideal and Douglas’s ideas. Its 
current chairman, Alan D Armstrong, insists 
that the organisation is not antisemitic and, to 
be fair, its publication, The Social Crediter, is 
a mild exposition of economic analysis com- 
pared to Martin’s hysterical outpourings. 
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Social credit is the name 
given to an alternative eco- 
nomic and political system 
created by Major C H 
Douglas in the interwar years, which 
claimed to identify and remedy the inherent 
flaws of the capitalist system. 

Douglas identified banks and the lending 
of money as the fundamental cause of the ills 
of society and the economy. It was not long 
however before his economic critique 
embraced a vicious antisemitism, which 
identified Jews as “usurers” who were plot- 
ting through their financial control to take 
over the world. Douglas’s writings gradually 
became dominated by a fanatical conspiracy- 
based antisemitism, which incorporated 
bizarre snippets of Christianity, anti-commu- 
nism and economics. This classic anti- 
semitism was influenced both by medieval 
Christian stereotypes of the “stingy” Jew 
moneylender and by the modern conspirato- 
rial stereotypes of the notorious antisemitic 
forgery, The Protocols of the Elders of Zion. 

In Social Credit, Douglas endorses the 
antisemitic version of world events in the 
Protocols: “A Machiavellian scheme for the 
enslavement of the world ... The authentici- 
ty of this document is a matter of little 
importance; what is interesting about it, is 
the fidelity with which the methods by 


However The Social Crediter is not entirely 
untainted by association with the far-right and 
antisemitism. 

During the 1960s social credit publications 
affirmed support for the fanatical American 
“anti-communist” organisation, the John 
Birch Society, and still harped on about the 
“Jewish Communist Financial Conspiracy”. 
In the 1970s The Social Crediter ran a series 
of articles (since republished as a booklet by 
Australian social crediters) which purportedly 
exposed the “Zionist Communist plot” and 
featured an introduction by Douglas, claiming 
that “Jewry is the first and primary enemy 
within the gates of every nation”. 

Recent issues of The Social Crediter have 
been published by KRP (Knowledge of Real 
Politics) Ltd in Edinburgh and have concen- 
trated on anti-EU propaganda. The publica- 
tion recommends Bloomfield Books to its 
readers and gives details of the new secretari-’ 
at. Searchlight was intrigued to notice that 
Anthony Cooney is listed, as “Correspondent 
to the Vatican”! For many years Cooney was 
the editor of The Liverpool Newsletter, a pub- 
lication that combined racist and antisemitic 
articles with social credit policies. 

In the past few years it has been the tiny 
fascist third positionist organisations, such as 
the English Nationalist | Movement, 
International Third Position (ITP) and the 
Third Way, that have shown some interest in 
Douglas’s ideas and adopted much of his anti- 
semitic “anti-usury” rhetoric. Third Way, run 
by former NF stalwarts Graham Williamson 
and Patrick Harrington, has taken up many 
social credit ideas in its own publications. A 
recent edition of the extremely dull Third Way 
magazine advertises several of Cooney’s 
pamphlets on social credit and Douglas. The 
Third Way has also been disseminating these 
ideas on its Web site, as well as being a prime 
mover behind The Liverpool Newsletter. 
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Social credit — a brief history 


which such enslavement might be brought 
about can be seen reflected in the facts of 
everyday experience”. 

In another explicitly antisemitic pamphlet, 
The ‘Land for the (Chosen) People’ Racket, 
Douglas again quotes approvingly from the 
Protocols, as well as railing that the nation 
has been “mortgage[d] ... to the internation- 
al Jew, via the various forms of Debt”. Other 
pamphlets such as The Development of 
World Dominion promulgated the belief that 
both international finance and communism 
were plots by the Jews to control the world. 
This idea is now a staple belief of fascist 
groups everywhere. 

Douglas’s wacky ideas found prestigious 
support at the time. Ezra Pound, the fascist 
and antisemitic American poet, was a great 
admirer of Douglas and met him on several 
occasions. Pound was one of the main popu- 
larisers of social credit ideas and praised 
Douglas by stating that “from 1919 he clear- 
ly saw the danger, saw that hebraic [sic] pol- 
itics tended to the total ruin of Europe”. 
Pound, who was convicted of treason for 
broadcasting for Mussolini during the 
Second World War, also had a less well pub- 


licised involvement with 
postwar fascist organisa- 
tions until the end of the 
1960s. 

In 1933 Douglas established the Social 
Credit Secretariat (SCS) as a coordinating 
body for the various strands within the social 
credit movement. The SCS exists to this day 
and publishes The Social Crediter. Although 
antisemitism is a consistent thread through- 
out its existence, the original social credit 
movement was not a fascist organisation. 

However some of its supporters adopted 
para-fascist presentation and tactics. John 
Hargrave established the Social Credit Party, 
which became known as the Green Shirts 
after its members’ uniforms (clearly copying 
Mosley’s Blackshirts) and engaged in high- 
profile street marches, rallies and election 
campaigns. 

These ideas were exported, with some 
success, to Australia and Canada, where 
social credit parties were established. In 
Alberta, Canada, a Social Credit Party 
achieved short-lived success in elections in 
the 1930s. Canada and Australia are still the 
main places outside Britain where social 
credit has retained any presence whatsoever, 
and in Australia there has been a long 
history of antisemitism associated with the 
movement. 








Anthony Cooney (centre) with the Belgian right-winger Robert Steuckers (left) 





and Dr Aidan Rankin, who set up the Albion Party a couple of years ago 


Harrington and Williamson have been try- 
ing for many years to manipulate the animal 
rights and green movements through a combi- 
nation of infiltration and ideological influ- 
ence. In the past few months, Searchlight has 
received reports that an organised group of 
activists, espousing social credit policies and 
with links to the UK Islamic Party, has been 
attempting to gain influence within the Green 
Party. This would not be the first time that 
Islamic extremists had collaborated with 
European right-wing activists to promulgate 
antisemitic conspiracy theories. 

Although it is not yet clear whether this 
attempted intervention in the Green Party is 
an organised campaign by third positionists, 
Searchlight can reveal that a prominent third 
positionist, John Field, has been active in 
social credit circles. In the 1980s Field was 
the NF Northern Ireland organiser and ran its 
office in Belfast with David Kerr until they 
were forced to close it due to a disagreement 
with the UDA. Field and Kerr then became 
involved with Ulster Nation, a publication 
supporting Third Way, and have established a 


social credit front, The Social Credit Voice. 

In a recent issue of The Social Crediter, 
Field contributed a letter which praised the 
publication and declared: “We are interested 
in your ideas re: contributing to a unified 
effort by other individuals and organisations 
to identify the precise causes of universal 
malfunction”. More significantly Field wrote 
a lengthy article in a recent edition of the 
Social Credit International, a publication 
edited by Iain McGregor from Edinburgh, 
which also claims the support of the Social 
Credit Secretariat. Field signs off using the 
Ulster Nation address. Ulster Nation has also 
featured articles praising John Hargrave, the 
former leader of the Social Credit Party. 

In conclusion, it is clear that social credit as 
an ideology and a movement has often been 
antisemitic and has had links with the 
extreme right. If the present day adherents of 
this creed wish to be taken seriously as alter- 
native economists then, at the very least, they 
need to take an uncompromising stand 
against people with the political pedigrees of 
Martin, Cooney, Field and Harrington. 


Beyond the fringe: the tadpoles of far-right pondlife 


Searchlight has warned for many years that 
the threat from the far-right is not limited to 
the higher profile electoral fascists such as 
the British National Party, National Front and 
National Democrats, or the terrorists of 
Combat 18 and the National Socialist 
Movement. While these groups pose a threat 
to society because of their criminality, vio- 
lence and racist propaganda, Searchlight has 
also exposed the insidious dangers of smaller 
organisations that operate through a strategy 
of infiltration and ideological influence. 

The attempts, in different ways, by groups 
such as the International Third Position (ITP), 
Third Way and_ English Nationalist 
Movement (ENM) and publications such as 
Scorpion and Northern Way to develop a 
more sophisticated form of fascism have been 
revealed in Searchlight for many years. These 
groups form part of the general drive by the 
anti-Jewish far right to foist the ideas of 
social credit on their own followers and on 
whomever else they can seduce across a 
wider political spectrum. Since the beginning 
of this year, there have been a number of sig- 
nificant changes in the ways that these organ- 
isations and publications operate. 

The ITP, which was the focus of a major 
Searchlight investigation in January 1998, is 
run by a handful of former NF Political 
Soldier activists and extremist Catholics. The 
ITP is still numerically tiny, but continues to 
propagate its weird ideological mix of ultra- 
Catholicism, nazi “blood and soil” ruralism, 
fanatical antisemitism, racism, homophobia 
and the obscurantist fascism of ideologues 
such as the Romanian Fascist leader Corneliu 
Codreanu and the Italian nazi Julius Evola. 

Despite its limited resources, the ITP has 
somehow managed to churn out regular 
publications, such as Final Conflict and the 
Voice of St George. It has also established a 
Web site, which features a regular e-mail 
newsletter containing the vile outpourings of 
racists across the world. The ITP has been 
very successful in forging links with like- 
minded groups across Europe and _ has 
particularly strong contacts with eastern 
European fascists. 
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The ITP demonstrates its strong links with eastern European 
fascists by delivering aid to fellow Catholic extremists in Croatia 









Derek Holland, one-time National 
Front officer, now a leading light 
among the Catholic extremists of the 
International Third Position 


In last month’s local elections, Phil 
Andrews, a one-time leading figure in the 
ITP, won a seat on the council in the London 
Borough of Hounslow, where he and eight 
other candidates had stood under the banner 
of the Isleworth Community Group. Andrews 
now insists that he parted company with his 
former comrades eight years ago. 

The ENM recently renamed itself the 
National Revolutionary Faction (NRF) in its 
publication, Catalyst, which featured a pic- 
ture of an AK-47 rifle on the cover. The 
organisation, the full background to which 
Searchlight covered in June 1996, is run by 
Troy Southgate, a longtime fascist and con- 
victed thug. He has recently become active in 
London instead of his traditional base in 
Dover after graduating from the University of 
Kent 

The ENM has always been one of the more 
dangerous and tactically astute of the minor 
fascist grouplets and has achieved some suc- 
cess in spreading its ideas into politically 


dubious fringe 
environmental 
circles, such 


as the publica- 
tion Alternative 


Green (see 
Searchlight, 
April 1997). 


The new look 
NRF continues 
its predecessor’s 
obsession with 
security, ideo- 
logical _ purity 
and virulent 
antisemitism. 
Catalyst in its 
latest two issues 
has also report- 
» ed on_ more 
"| Dea direct forms of 

=: action, such as 
the picketing of 
a south London 











meeting addressed by the editor of 
Searchlight, during which ENM activists 
posed as “Jews Against Searchlight”. They 
fled into the night after being warned off 
by stewards and the police. Catalyst also 
reported that the ENM had showed up on an 


“anti-usury” demonstration outside the 
Museum of London’s exhibition on the 
Rothschild family. 


The NRF has not been treated with much 
respect by several other radical right groups. 
The publication Rebellion, formerly known as 
Northern Way, lambasts the NRF, stating: 
“We now see Third Positionists creating 
grandiose titles for themselves and becoming 
so bogged down in their revolutionary purity 
that they’ ve begun to lose the plot”. Rebellion 
is published by third position activists operat- 
ing from what appears to be a cover address 
in the Lightbowne Road area of Moston, 
Manchester. It is similar in its rhetoric to sec- 
tions of the radical right in the USA, in that it 
claims “in the interests of free speech” to be 
fighting against the supposedly Jewish-con- 
trolled “New World Order”. It features adver- 
tisements not only for overt fascist publica- 
tions by the ITP and others, but also from 
conspiratorial “new age” publications. This is 
a clear example of the disturbing murky over- 
lap between the conspiracy theories of the 
extreme right and those of supposedly non- 
political fringe groups obsessed with a para- 
noid world view, which is deeply hostile to all 
forms of government and democracy. 

Rebellion has declared that it is interested 
in joining forces with all groups from the left, 
or the right, that are committed to fighting the 
system. It is no surprise then that it features a 
letter from Michael Walker, editor of 
Scorpion and ideological guru of the pseudo- 
intellectual antisemitic radical right in 
Britain. Walker, a former NF activist now 
based in Germany, has long argued for a “red- 
brown” alliance of groups opposed to the sup- 
posedly Jewish evils of communism and 
“international capitalism”. In his letter Walker 
declares: “It’s heartening to see so many new 
publications opposed to the system popping 
up everywhere. I agree with you that there 
should be more co-operation between ene- 
mies of World Capitalism, even when those 
comrades in opposition disagree on many 
things.” 

The small number of activists associated 
with Rebellion have also imitated the 
American radical right by focusing much of 
their activity into agitating against abortion 
clinics. A magazine called Crusade, pub- 
lished from the same address in Manchester, 
chronicles their anti-abortion activities, 
including the harassment of staff and women 
attending clinics. The threat of violence is 
also made explicit: “This war is a Crusade — 
and we expect there to be casualties. You 
wouldn’t want that casualty to be you now, 
would you?” 

The motley collection of British fringe fas- 
cist groups is very small in number but appar- 
ently well financed. Their interventions into 
the wider political culture through deceit, 
entryism and ideological networking mean 
that their influence and activities need to be 
monitored and challenged. 
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Mr Unity spoils the party 


It was billed as the Unity Gig, an 
opportunity for the rival factions in 
British neo-nazi music to put their dif- 
ferences behind them and join togeth- 
er. It ended in a mass brawl involving 
as many as 30 people and one man 
needing 30 stitches in his head. 


The Blood and Honour concert was held in 
a community hall in Northamptonshire on 
Saturday 25 April. It was hosted by local 
organiser Steven Swingfen, a former Hells 
Angel turned nazi activist. 

The omens for the concert were not good. 
As soon as Will Browning, the leader of the 
nazi terror group Combat 18, heard of a pos- 
sible appearance by his old adversary, Brad 
Hollinby, of the band Squadron, he set about 
recruiting a mob for the occasion. Hollinby 
had angered C18 in 1995, when he was 
alleged to have stolen funds from the group’s 
record business, ISD Records. This dispute 
proved the catalyst for a major feud within 
the entire British nazi music scene. 

Browning was less hostile to the return of 
others involved in the rival Rock Against 
Communism music grouping. Celtic Warrior’s 
lead singer, Billy Bartlett, was told he was 
welcome, as was Steve Jones, from the band 
English Rose. Hollinby, on the other hand, 
would not come. Browning made it clear to 
the organisers of Blood and Honour that the 
only way he would be allowed back into the 
movement was if he made a public apology 
for his past behaviour on the stage at the gig. 

The organisers of Blood and Honour, 
Swingfen, Simon Dutton, Chris Hipkin and 
Graham Thompson, privately have more 
sympathy with Hollinby than with Browning. 
They detest Browning’s dictatorial and bully- 
boy approach, yet none are willing to stand 
up to him. With increasing fears of violence 
at the concert there was even talk of telling 
Browning that he and his group were not wel- 
come. However when it came to it, no one 
had the courage to tell him. 

The other option discussed by the Blood 
and Honour organisers, who have tried to dis- 
tance themselves from C18 since the Danish 
bombings, was to cancel the gig. Considering 
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Big Mick Dunn (skinhead, centre), formerly of Chingford Attack, now out of 


that this course of action was being touted on 
the Friday night, less than 24 hours before the 
event, it was evident that panic was rife. 

In the end the gig went ahead. Two hundred 
and fifty skinheads and casuals gathered in 
Northamptonshire to hear Legion of Saint 
George, Warhammer, Avalon, Warlord and a 
German band who had come over with a 
couple of dozen supporters. 

One band missing from the line-up was east 
London’s Chingford Attack. Their lead 
singer, Mick Dunn, was in attendance, but he 
is largely out of favour with C18, which sees 
him as too preoccupied with making money. 
Chingford Attack has recently split over the 
issue, with the other members deciding to 
form a new group, Blackshirts, which is 
closely aligned to the would-be terrorist 
group. Already worried about his personal 
safety at gigs, Dunn’s disillusionment with 
the nazi music scene has grown since The 
Chingford Guardian plastered his picture 
across its front page. 

The tension began to grow with the arrival 
of Browning and about 40 followers, many 
armed with weapons such as bats and coshes. 
Browning himself was carrying a machete. 
By this stage it was still not clear whether 
Hollinby and his friends in the extreme 
nazi British Movement would put in an 
appearance. 

Browning lost no time in throwing his 
weight around. Pulling the Blood and Honour 
organisers aside individually, he demanded to 
know what their involvement was in the 
whispering campaign against him. Of course 
everyone denied that they were involved, 
blaming others by name in the leadership. He 
also accosted supporters of the National Front 
and the International Third Position over their 
connections to the National Socialist 
Movement. 

People did not have to think long about 
Hollinby before trouble erupted from another 
quite unexpected quarter. Bartlett had arrived 
with ten friends, including some members-of 
the Australian band Fortress. It was the sight 
of Scott, one of the members of Fortress, that 
sent Dutton into a frenzy, and he rushed over 
and punched him in the face. Scott’s crime 





favour because of his commercial approach to the nazi music scene. Right: 
Simon Dutton likes to portray himself as Mr Unity, but is now regarded by many 


as Mr Insanity 
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was to allege that Dutton’s wife, Gail, was a 
well known “red” and follower of the anti- 
fascist Trojan skins in her native Australia. 

For a man who had earned the nickname 
Mr Unity among scornful followers of C18, 
Dutton’s performance was well out of charac- 
ter. Although he was almost immediately 
pulled off Scott, the west London Blood and 
Honour organiser was not content to let the 
matter rest there. He later grabbed the micro- 
phone and, praising C18, denounced rivals 
within the neo-nazi music scene. 

Towards the end of the gig Dutton went for 
Scott again. In the tight confines of the hall, 
the fight soon engulfed up to 30 other people, 
in what became a general free-for-all. It was a 
friend of Scott who came off worst. Hit by a 
cosh-wielding member of Blood and Honour 
security, he fell to the floor. Dutton, seeing a 
chance to make his mark, thrust a broken bot- 
tle into the man’s face, twisting it on impact. 
The wound needed at least 30 stitches. 

It did not take long for the recriminations to 
start. Browning looked on smugly, happy for 
once for someone else to get the blame for 
causing trouble. The fact that it was Mr Unity 
himself, a man widely known to be involved 
in a whispering campaign against C18, made 
the incident even better. 

For their part the Blood and Honour organ- 
isers were left feuding among themselves. 
However they have rallied together again 
since the concert, adopting a united front over 
the incident. Dutton, so their new position 
goes, was so tense because of Browning’s 
threats to Hollinby and the British Movement 
that he simply overreacted. 

As predicted in last month’s Searchlight, 
Browning’s continued preoccupation with 
music rivals is endangering the whole nazi 
music movement. For the organisers of Blood 
and Honour, who would like nothing better 
than for Browning and his cronies to disap- 
pear, the more they backbite against C18, the 
greater the likelihood that the tensions will 
boil over into violence. 





Rocking against 
Combat 18 


Last month Searchlight took a detailed look at the neo-nazi music 
umbrella group, Blood and Honour. In this second § article, 
rival 
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Communism. 


ock Against Communism (RAC) was 
R formed in October 1996 as an alterna- 

tive neo-nazi music grouping in 
Britain to the Combat 18 (C18) controlled 
Blood and Honour organisation. It took its 
title from a similarly named right-wing music 
group that was formed in opposition to the 
popular Rock Against Racism in the 1970s. 

When the present RAC was formed 18 
months ago, the British neo-nazi music scene 
was deeply split over personalities and politi- 
cal direction. Some bands were eager to keep 
an increasing share of the proceeds of their 
music, while other organisations resented the 
tight control C18 had on Blood and Honour. 
After a year of internal feuding, which had 
resulted in serious confrontation between the 
rival factions of Blood and Honour, RAC was 
formed at a small gig in Derbyshire. 

The main political grouping behind RAC is 
the extreme nazi British Movement, led in 
south London by Micky Lane and in the East 
Midlands by Benny Bullman. The BM had 
been influential in Blood and Honour before 
C18’s takeover in 1994 and had long been 
seeking a route back in. The feuds between 
C18 and two Blood and Honour bands, 
Squadron and English Rose, gave BM its 
opportunity. Together with the Welsh band 
Celtic Warrior the nucleus of RAC was 
established. 

They were soon joined by Highlander, a 
magazine based in Glasgow. This had previ- 
ously been the Scottish section of the Blood 
and Honour operation but it too had fallen out 
with C18’s increasingly dictatorial role. 

With the imprisonment of C18’s former 
leader Charlie Sargent and his rival Will 
Browning in March 1997, following the mur- 
der of the C18 activist Chris Castle, RAC saw 
its Opportunity to gain dominance over the 
music scene. After a couple of medium-sized 
concerts, RAC attempted to host an interna- 
tional Aryan Fest, attracting bands and fol- 
lowers from Europe and North America. 

The event was a shambles largely as a 
result of Searchlight’s campaign backed by 
the MEP Glenys Kinnock. After the nazis’ 
plans were exposed in the local and national 
press, and with atrocious weather in the 
Southwest, the planned location of the con- 
cert, the organisers were forced to make last 
minute changes that did nothing to help the 
success of the event. In the end only 150 of 
the expected 700 nazis made it to the venue; 
the rest either got lost en route or decided not 
to bother making the journey. 

It was a political disaster for RAC’s organ- 
isers. Two members of an American band, 
Intimidation One, were immediately deported 
on arrival at Heathrow and a German band 
that came over with a number of supporters 


investigates 


faction, Rock Against 


never found the hall. Billy 
Bartlett, lead singer of Celtic 
Warrior and organiser of the event, 
was raided by police and charged 
with possession of CS gas. 

RAC was unable to recover 
from this defeat. Before it had 
time to reorganise Browning was 
released from jail and the window 
of opportunity was closed. 

Another political group aligned 
to RAC is the British 
Hammerskins, which according to 
its own literature is “an organisa- 
tion run by skinheads for skin- 
heads”. Many of its organisers were linked to 
C18 in its infancy but they too became disil- 
lusioned with the nazi terrorists. The group 
produces a magazine called Saxon and counts 
a couple of dozen supporters in Britain. 
Membership is highly secret, although 
Searchlight has learnt that a prominent Blood 
and Honour organiser, Steven Swingfen, is a 
leading British Hammerskins supporter. Quite 
how Browning, now the leader of C18, will 
take the news that a key activist in an organi- 
sation that spearheaded the anti-C18 cam- 
paign in 1996 is also a leading member of 
Blood and Honour is awaited with interest. 

RAC continues to host concerts, primarily 
in the East Midlands and Southwest. About 
60 followers attended a concert hosted by 
Bullman at the Erewash Hotel in Langley 
Mill last December. More recently about the 
same number went to a concert put on by 
Bartlett at the Engine Shed in Wells, 
Somerset. The local contact organising the 
gig for Bartlett was Paul Barker, more affec- 
tionately nicknamed Smurf. 

Some within RAC are becoming increas- 
ingly frustrated with the small concerts and 
same old faces. Yearning for unity, some peo- 
ple within RAC are holding discussions with 
Blood and Honour about returning to the fold. 
While it is highly unlikely that the two organ- 
isations will merge, increasing contact is 
almost certain. 

One possibility is an RAC band performing 
at a Blood and Honour gig and vice versa, but 
so far there continues to be too much animos- 
ity between many activists in both groups. 
Even when a Blood and Honour organiser 
came to RAC’s rescue by booking a venue for 
the Aryan Fest (or Flop as it was more appro- 
priately coined) only a couple of days before 
the gig, he was thanked by being publicly 
condemned and ridiculed from the stage. 

Among those who might well return to the 
Blood and Honour fold, while remaining 
independent, are Celtic Warrior and 
Highlander. During a recent concert in 
Germany, Bartlett had a long discussion with 


Playing 
Edge 





up to the BNP: Andy Nolan of Razor's 


Simon Dutton, one of the leaders of 
Blood and Honour, about making an 
appearance at its next gig. Similarly 
Steve Cartwright, the BNP’s leading 
activist in Scotland, is once again in 
direct contact with Browning, much to 
the annoyance of some _ anti-C18 
activists. However, this probably owes 
just as much to Cartwright’s attempt at 
self-preservation or at least his desire to 
build his own music empire in peace than 
any political agreement with C18. 

Cartwright is becoming an increasing- 
ly important figure in the British neo- 
nazi music scene. Not only does he have 
strong links with the American 
Resistance operation and Sweden’s 
Nordland, he is also a key cog in Nick 
Griffin’s future plans for the British 
National Party. Griffin hopes that 
through Cartwright the BNP can begin to 
produce CDs to raise money. Avoiding a 
clash with Browning is clearly crucial. 

The May issue of Spearhead boasted 
that the BNP’s Coventry group had 
played host on 18 April to a Blood and 
Honour unity concert. Three bands 
played, Avalon, Conquest and Razor’s 
Edge. Presumably this was another nice 
little earner for Coventry’s Avon Sports 
Centre, which has hosted previous nazi 
gigs. Around 100 nazis listened to Ulster 
loyalist songs and Skrewdriver classics, 
and raised £300 for the BNP’s European 
election campaign. Whatever happened 
to Tyndall’s hatred of skinheads? 

Rock Against Communism squandered 
its opportunity to advance on Blood and 
Honour during Browning’s incarceration. 
With fewer supporters and bands its 
future looks unlikely to progress beyond 
small pub events in the East Midlands 
and the Southwest. Some RAC followers 
will undoubtedly begin linking up with 
Blood and Honour but a united neo-nazi 
music scene seems out of the question 
for the moment. 
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lose some for the post local elections 

British National Party. Having taken a 
nose dive at the polls they tried to cover up 
their failure with the news that a merger is on 
the books again between members of the 
National Democrats and the BNP in the 
Midlands. Well, we would not exactly deem 
the defection of a handful of ND members to 
the BNP, because they are fed up with the 
financial scandals racking the ND under Ian 
Anderson’s lacklustre chairmanship, a mas- 
sive political shift. 

To try and further emphasise the fact that 
the BNP’s political bandwagon is rolling, 
they point the readers of the May issue of 
Spearhead to the news of the defection to 
their ranks of the National Front activist 
Wayne Ashcroft. 

Searchlight readers will remember Mr 
Ashcroft of Cook Report fame — “the niggers 
are scared stiff of the NF” — a right little loud- 
mouth if ever there was one. The incoming 
BNP boss, Nick Griffin, will no doubt intro- 
duce him to Osiris Akkebala, his black friend 
from the USA, who gave evidence for Griffin 
at his recent trial. By the way, Akkebala rep- 
resents an outfit known to its followers by the 
acronym PAIN and to its detractors as pain in 
the butt. 

It is sure sign of a party falling on hard 
times when the likes of Keith Thompson is 
allowed to advertise in Spearhead. Yes this is 
the same Keith Thompson of the League of St 


[ looks like another case of win some, 





A pensive Dr Deavin, ponders whether 
he has become a pain in the neck to 
the BNP’s incoming leader Nick Griffin 
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George who was exposed during a court case 
as a Searchlight asset. 

Is the BNP’s motive for publicising 
Thompson’s home address, in Belvedere 
Avenue, Hockley, Essex, an attempt to 
increase his sales or a bid to incite his very 
hostile non-fan club to catch up with him. 
They could also try popping into the Croydon 
BNP branch, where he appears to be very 
welcome. 

A bit of BNP dirty tricks appeared in 
Spearhead, when the party magazine tried to 
blame ND photographer Mike Hipperson for 
the photographs of the ND and BNP members 
that appeared in the April issue of 
Searchlight, as though Anderson and co 
would cooperate with us. Why doesn’t 
Spearhead want to admit that it was another 
Mike who took the photos, namely Mike 
Cohen, Searchlight’s longtime staff photogra- 
pher, who simply could not believe his luck 
when he came across such an unsavoury 
bunch of weirdos supposedly protesting 
against paedophilia alongside genuine 
concerned families. 

The BNP are such a petty minded bunch 
that in a major article in Spearhead they 
claim that the recent World in Action and 
Observer exposures of Charlie Sargent, the 
former Combat 18 leader now doing life for 
the murder of a fellow nazi, only confirmed 
the BNP’s earlier claims that C18 was a state 
plot against the BNP. No mention of 
Searchlight’s exclusive revelations going 


back several years. But then again BNP mem- 
bers are not supposed to read Searchlight in 
case they find out what is really going on in 
their party. 

The missing Dr Mark Deavin also turns up 
in the May Spearhead. Deavin let his old 
friend Griffin down by not showing up for his 
trial. He has been given space to expound 
some of his half-baked views on “the politics 
of persuasion”. We wondered whether this 
was something to do with gangs of cropped 
haired youths armed with a large dog, and 
Barnaby Ore with his video camera, intimi- 
dating people outside east London polling 
stations at last month’s council elections. 

The article must have been carried forward 
from the non-appearing April issue of 
Spearhead, as if it had been submitted post 
trial, the mean-minded Griffin would surely 
have spiked it. 

So where was the April Spearhead. The 
May issue carries a number in sequence from 
the March issue, as though BNP members 
would not notice. Clearly they show so little 
interest in its boring pages that they probably 
did not miss it. 

If you really want to be bored to tears, you 
can buy the BNP’s local election video made 
for use in east London. We kid you not. 
Searchlight’s editor sat down to view it at 
4pm and fell asleep about 30 seconds after 
they inserted the film of Tyndall addressing 
the nation in last year’s general election TV 
political broadcast. 

More interesting were the names coming 
up on screen of BNP members, some of 
whom are now under investigation for elec- 
tion fraud and housing benefit fraud by the 
police and local council. 

The would-be Cecil B De Mille turns out to 
be Barnaby James Ore, age 17, a loud- 
mouthed little oik who hails from Essex. 

The BNP has the audacity to ask £6.50 for 
a copy of this epic, when we heard that copies 
are being produced for 34p each. 

Still, any BNP member who really wants to 
run true to form can buy a real BNP mug for 
just £3.80, according to the advertisement in 
Spearhead. 


Get Searchlight’s community 


responses handbook 


Teachers, youth workers, anti-fascist organisers, police community 
relations officers and other people working against racism and 
fascism are invited to apply for a free copy of the highly acclaimed 
Searchlight Educational Trust handbook, “When Hate Comes to 
Town” Community Responses to Racism and Fascism. 


A very generous donation from a charity that raises money for young 
people’s projects has made this offer possible. The donors have asked 
us to give priority to those working with young people to help give 
them a solid start in life against the sick ideas of fascists and racists. 


The handbook normally costs £30 for organisations, £20 for 
community groups and £15 for individuals, plus postage, so this offer 
represents a real saving for people working in the field. 


To obtain a free copy of the handbook, please send your name and 
address and reason why you qualify under the terms of this donation, 
plus £5 to cover postage and packing. 


Searchlight would welcome any donations to help us further our 


youth educational work. 


TRADE UNION FRIENDS OF SEARCHLIGHT 


This month we have a number of reports on 
trade union related issues sent in by Trade 
Union Friends of Searchlight (TUFS) affili- 
ates across Britain. 


@ Ashfield UNISON has shown that trade 
unionists can take the fight against fascism 
into the local community. The Chad, a local 
newspaper in Mansfield, Nottinghamshire, 
published a letter from the local British 
National Party branch. Headlined “Good 
news for the BNP in Ashfield”, Michael 
Brook, the BNP’s local elections officer, 
waxed lyrical about how the local unit had 
been promoted to a branch by the BNP lead- 
er, John Tyndall, as a result of their great 
campaigning work and the correct strategy 
that they were pursuing. With gushing praise 
for their local leader, the criminal thug Steven 
Belshaw, Brook went on to explain how their 
campaign for the forthcoming May elections 
was progressing. 

The following week The Chad ran another 
letter. This one came from Ashfield UNISON 
and was headlined “Bad news for the BNP”. 
The union pointed out that the BNP’s “correct 
strategy” was more than a little flawed. There 
were no elections in the area in May! The let- 
ter also refuted a lie that the BNP was in 
favour of defending the welfare state. This 
was achieved by quoting an article from the 
BNP’s own magazine, Spearhead, showing 
that the BNP was in fact opposed to the wel- 
fare state. 


@ The Hillingdon hospital workers are to be 
congratulated on winning their strike after 
two and a half years. Fifty-three women were 
sacked by Pall Mall Services after they 
refused to sign new contracts which would 
have meant low pay and poor conditions. The 
company has now admitted that it acted 
unfairly. A tribunal is to decide whether the 
mainly black workforce will be reinstated or 
offered compensation. 


M@ The Economic and Social Research 
Council has recently issued a report confirm- 
ing that black people are far more likely to be 
out of work than their white counterparts. 
While the unemployment rate differs between 
_ethnic minority communities, in some cases 
the figure is twice the national average and 


earnings can be up to 17 per cent 
lower. 


@ Nottingham and District TUC 
launched a public campaign 
recently offering help to Irish 
people who are victimised in the 
workplace. Working with a firm 
of local solicitors, it claims that 
“one of the best ways to combat 
racial harassment is to develop a 
positive, anti-racist, pro-race 
equality culture at work.” 


@ A security firm run by two 
former police officers has been 
found guilty of racial discrimina- 
tion after it sacked a black work- 
er. Ansar Hussain, a former secu- 
rity controller, was awarded 
£3,500 compensation by an 
industrial tribunal after he was 
dismissed by Delta One Security 
Services. 

Mr Hussain was sacked after 
refusing to sign a written warn- 
ing following claims of gross 
misconduct. The tribunal heard 
that a white security guard who 
also refused to sign a warning 
was not dismissed. Another 
guard who faced charges of gross 
misconduct was allowed to 
return to work after his problems 
were “sorted out”. 

Mr Hussain, from Bradford, won his claim 
for unfair dismissal and racial discrimination. 
During the tribunal hearing it emerged that 
Delta One Security Services had failed to 
train any of its staff in racial equality, includ- 
ing at senior level, and had made no attempt 
to comply with the Commission for Racial 
Equality’s code of practice. 


@ The Association of Teachers and Lecturers 
conference in Bournemouth, held in April, 
warned that children potentially have ready 
access to nazi material in school through the 
Internet. Delegates told the conference that it 
was easy for students to access material on 
the Ku Klux Klan and other racist organisa- 
tions. One teacher, who was researching the 
Nazi era, a compulsory subject in the history 




















Above: trade unionists parade through London on 
1 May. Below: Young protesters against child 
labour around the world, at the open-air festival 
at Finsbury Park, north London, on Sunday 3 May. 
The festival, under the slogan “Respect and 
Democracy”, was sponsored by Haringey Council 
and the Southeast TUC 


syllabus, found himself reading Boot Girls 
88, which had a picture of three white women 
beating up a black woman. 

The conference voted overwhelmingly to 
demand awareness training for teachers to 
prevent access to pornographic and racist 
material. Concern was also expressed that 
teachers might face legal action from parents 
if their children accessed offensive material 
during school Internet sessions and the con- 
ference demanded legal protection for teach- 
ers if this happened. 

ould you distribute TUFS material 

through your union, either through a 

mailing list or at meetings or confer- 
ences? Is there something of interest going on 
in your union that you would like to see in 
Searchlight or TUFS News? Please contact us 
at the Searchlight office if you think you need 
any TUFS material or have any news for us. 

If your union branch’s reaffiliation is due 
this month then you will receive notification 
in the post. Please reply promptly to ensure 
that you don’t miss a copy of Searchlight or 
TUFS News. 

Trade union branches are invited to join 
TUFS for £50 a year, for which they will 
receive Searchlight every month, updates on 
trade union related issues, special rates for 
training, education and future publications 
and Searchlight Educational Trust’s widely 
acclaimed handbook, When Hate Comes to 
Town. 

Get your branch to join. Further details and 


application forms are available from 
Searchlight, 37B New Cavendish Street, 
London W1M 8JR. 
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‘ROUND-UP on RACISM 


Attack victims to sue South Wales police 


Police officers in Cardiff sprayed CS 
gas on two black students who had 
been attacked by a gang of racist skin- 
heads. The students were then arrest- 
ed and charged with trying to kick and 
punch police officers. 


The allegation was disproved by evidence 
from the police force’s own surveillance cam- 
eras. When the case came to court, the prose- 
cution offered no evidence. 

Marcus Walters, 18, and Francisco Borg, 
17, were driving in Roath, near Cardiff city 
centre, along with Marcus’s five-year-old sis- 
ter, Emma. A skinhead on a bicycle kicked 
the car. When Marcus got out to inspect the 
damage, he was attacked. 

“T stopped the car to inspect the damage 
and the skinhead came up, called me a black 
bastard and struck me in the face,” said 
Marcus. “I was stunned and the next thing I 
knew another came and tried to set his pit 
bull terrier into the car. They were shouting 
all sorts of nasty things at us — black bastards, 
stuff like that. 

“Somehow we managed to get Emma out, 
away from the dog and into the hands of a 
stranger.” 

The students escaped in their car. They 
flagged down a police car, explained what 
had happened and were told to return to the 
scene to look for Emma. 

A gang of eight skinheads then attacked the 
car, throwing a bike at the windscreen and 
smashing a window. The three police officers 
present did not intervene. 

Francisco fled from the car, chased by skin- 
heads, but was tackled and thrown to the 
ground by a police officer, who sprayed CS 
gas in his face. Both he and Marcus were 
handcuffed and thrown into a police van. 

Francisco said: “I thought I was going to 
die in that police van. I couldn’t breathe prop- 


erly because the spray went down my nose 
and throat and I couldn’t rub my burning eyes 
because of the handcuffs. My whole face 
peeled for days afterwards.” 

Only one skinhead was arrested at the inci- 
dent. Marcus and Francisco were charged 
with violent disorder. Marcus was also 
charged with causing actual bodily harm to an 
officer. The charges were dropped at the start 
of the trial on prosecution advice. 

As a result of pressure from the local 
Citizens Advice Bureau, two more skinheads 
were arrested. All three have pleaded guilty 
to relatively minor charges, although more 
serious charges could have been brought 
against those responsible for the attack. 

Sean Canavan, 29, and John Shephard, 27, 
have admitted violent disorder. Raymond 
Lovell, 40, has admitted threatening words 
and behaviour. Canavan has links with the 
National Front. 

The Chief Constable of South Wales, Tony 
Burden, said that a detailed internal investiga- 
tion would be carried out. The matter has also 
been referred to the Police Complaints 
Authority. 

Armed with evidence from the police 
force’s own surveillance cameras, Francisco 
and Marcus are planning to sue South Wales 
Police for assault, false imprisonment and 
wrongful arrest. 

In Port Talbot an anti-racist exhibition has 
been held as evidence grows that far-right 
groups have launched a recruiting campaign. 

The exhibition, in Aberafan, was intended 
to increase awareness of the harm caused by 
racism. Members of ethnic minority commu- 
nities, and Mewn, the ethnic women’s group, 
took part. 

The event, part of the European Year 
Against Racism, was supported by the police, 
the Probation Service, Victim Support, 
Citizen’s Advice Bureaux, the Racial 
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Lenny Zeskind from 
the USA, who last 
month was one of a 
panel of internation- 
al speakers who 
addressed an inter- 
ested and responsive 
audience at the joint 
Spiro Institute 
Searchlight seminar 
on “facing fascism, 
antisemitism and 
racism in the new 
millennium”. The 
Spiro Institute and 
Searchlight have 
already put plans in 
motion for another 
major seminar next 
year with an extend- 
ed range of topics 
under discussion 


Equality Council, the Church in Wales and 
local councils. 

In Swansea, leaflets from the Ku Klux Klan 
were distributed, urging members of the 
“white Aryan race” to meet at the railway sta- 
tion on 23 May for transport to a rally at a 
secret location. 

Phil Parkes of the Anti Nazi League, said: 
“These groups are targeting areas where there 
is disillusion and unemployment. Just last 
week activists were putting leaflets through 
doors on the Penrhys estate, Rhondda. People 
living there were very angry when they 
realised what these people were trying to do. 
They were ready to run them off their estate.” 

In Monmouthshire and the Welsh borders, 
farmers suffering from the beef crisis have 
been approached by supporters of the British 
National Party. The BNP has also targeted 
farmers at livestock markets. 


Race attacks 
continue to rise 


A 75 per cent increase in incidents of racist 
abuse has been recorded in West Yorkshire. 
Reported incidents rose from 356 in 1995/96 
to 623 in 1996/97. 

Police Inspector Martin Baines claimed this 
was because incidents were being reported 
rather than “swept under the carpet”. He 
pointed to the 74 per cent level of satisfaction 
with the way complaints are followed up. 

He said the force was hoping to extend the 
Bradford Alliance Against Racial Harassment 
scheme on the Canterbury estate, where racial 
incidents are reported to community centres. 


Nottinghamshire 


Racist attacks increased in Nottinghamshire 
over the past year, according to a report by 
the Afro-Caribbean and Asian Forum. 

In 1997, 453 racist incidents were reported, 
including five attempted arsons, 98 assaults 
and 91 cases of criminal damage. 

The number of Asian victims rose by 8%, 
while the number of Afro-Caribbeans 
attacked fell. At least five incidents took 
place at Asian places of worship. 


Newquay 

Two youths who racially abused a pregnant 
Asian woman have been found guilty of 
racial harassment and breach of the peace. 

In August 1997 Mrs Francis, a disabled 
Pakistani woman, was on holiday with her 
husband, Mark Francis, who is English. Two 
youths drove their car at her and shouted 
racist abuse. Mr Francis managed to drive 
them off and the youths, from Birmingham, 
were traced through the car number plates. 

Shilcock, the driver, and Cashmore, the 
passenger, were sentenced on 7 April to 70 
hours community service and ordered to pay 
£100 compensation. 
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Home Secretary Jack Straw has issued a 
warning to Romanian and Bulgarian Gypsies, 
reported to be heading towards Britain to 
seek asylum. “Do not think you will get 
through.” 

Straw said that more than 600 Gypsies had 
been sent back to the Czech Republic and 
Slovakia over the past six months. “Any more 
who come illegally are unlikely to succeed.” 

Many of the Gypsies have suffered perse- 
cution and discrimination. Vojtech, a Romany 
from the Czech Republic, is one example. 

When he tried to flee communist-controlled 
Czechoslovakia in 1985, he was tortured and 
imprisoned for four years. Communism fell 
in 1991 but hostility towards Romanies 
seemed to get worse. 

One day his landlord changed the locks on 
his room and shouted “I don’t want a Gypsy 
in the house. Hitler was right. All Gypsies 
should have been gassed.” He managed to 
flee from the police when they came to arrest 
him and escape the country. He has been 
‘refused asylum in Germany, The Netherlands 
and Britain. 

“I am told every time that the Czech 
Republic is the most democratic of the coun- 
tries where communism fell and that my story 
cannot be true. Here people cannot under- 
stand the hatred of Romanies.” 

In London a family faces deportation to 
Nigeria, although the authorities there say the 
family have no right to settle because they 
have no papers to prove citizenship. 

Emmanuel Eboka, 25, who has been in 
Britain since he was 14, stays at home to look 
after his two young children, forbidden to 
seek work or claim benefit. His wife, Sandra, 
manages to support the family by working in 
a supermarket. 

@ A Czech town council plans to create a 
ghetto for its Roma community by building a 
5m wall around the flats where they live. 


Stay away from Britain, Home Secretary warns 


In an excuse reminiscent of the Nazis, an 
official in Usti nad Labem claimed that the 
wall was being built to protect the Roma from 
racist attacks. Other local officials said it was 
a response to complaints by local people 
about “unhygienic” conditions around the two 
blocks of flats. 

The former Czech Interior Minister, Jan 
Ruml, described the plan as scandalous. “The 
Czech Republic urgently needs a_ broad 
debate over its attitude to its Roma minority,” 
he said. 


Government backs 
down on CRE cuts 


The government has reversed planned fund- 
ing cuts to the Commission for Racial 
Equality. Home Office Minister Mike 
O’Brien said there would be no cuts in the 
CRE’s budget this year. 

Sir Herman Ouseley has accepted an invita- 
tion to continue as CRE chairman for the next 
four years. It had been reported that he would 
have resigned if the funding cuts had gone 
ahead. 

Four new members of the Commission 
have been appointed. They include 
Mohammed Amran, 22, a youth and commu- 
nity worker from Bradford, and Claude 
Moraes, director of the Joint Council for the 
Welfare of Immigrants. 

Mr Amran has chaired the Youth and 
Community Forum in Bradford, set up after 
the 1995 riots, for the past three years. 

The other new members of the 15-strong 
Commission are Shahid Malik, 28, head of 
policy and development at Greater 
Nottingham Training and Enterprise Council, 
and Cherry-Rose Short, a probation officer 
and race consultant at South Glamorgan 
Probation Service. 


Members of the International Brigade, survivors of the 
Russian convoys and air force and naval veterans were 
among 200 people who took part in a ceremony on 9 May 
to place a memorial plaque to commemorate the 26 mil- 
lion Soviet citizens who gave their lives fighting Nazism. 

They were joined in Geraldine Mary Harmsworth Park, 
Southwark, by Evgeny Primakov, Foreign Minister of 
Russia, George Robertson, the Defence Secretary, the 
mayor of Southwark and nine ambassadors of the former 
Soviet Republics. 

George Robertson spoke of how deeply the British peo- 
ple remember those who gave their lives. This event, he 
said, is “not only of historical significance but the future 
safety of our country”. Wreaths were laid at the site 
where a sculpture, now being constructed in Volgograd, 
will be placed next year 


AS" 





More asylum 
seekers face jail 


The government is planning to hold a larger 
proportion of asylum seekers in detention 
centres. The conditions in the centres will be 
more like a prison regime, with withdrawal of 
privileges, use of photo identity cards and 
opening of all incoming mail. 

The proposals come in the wake of two 
highly critical reports on Campsfield House 
detention centre near Oxford, and a claim by 
the UN High Commission for Refugees that 
Britain’s detention policy breached the 
European Convention on Human Rights. 

The Chief Inspector of Prisons, Sir David 
Ramsbotham, said conditions at Campsfield 
House were “unsafe and unsound”, because 
there were no clear rules and sanctions for 
detainees and no legal duties imposed on 
staff. He claimed that the 900-place detention 
system was overloaded and only a fraction of 
those who should be detained were being 
held. In his view not enough were being 
detained to act as a deterrent to those who try 
to enter the country illegally. 

The Asylum Rights Campaign, a consor- 
tium of churches and refugee and human 
rights groups, described Campsfield House as 
an “institution on a knife edge”. The 
Campaign’s report says: “The outrage is that 
people can be sentenced to indefinite impris- 
onment with no legal process, review or 
scrutiny whatsoever. It still leaves us feeling 
astonished that this is happening on the UK 
mainland with so little fuss being made.” 

The Medical Foundation for the Care of 
Victims of Torture said it was concerned that 
asylum seekers showing clear evidence of 
torture were being detained in Campsfield. 
“The further detention of people who have 
already suffered so greatly is utterly inadmis- 
sible,” it explained. 
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he 12.9% vote won by the 
Deutsche Volksunion in the east 
German state of Sachsen-Anhalt 
on 26 April was the biggest nazi vote 
since the time of Hitler. The DVU’s 
success was largely the result of its lead- 
er, the 65-year-old multimillionaire 
Gerhard Frey, throwing a huge amount 
of his own money into the campaign. 

Frey’s wealth comes largely from his 
property interests, a tourist agency and a 
mini fascist press empire. Among the 
papers he publishes is the virulently anti- 
semitic and nationalistic weekly 
Deutsche National Zeitung which has a 
registered circulation of 35,000. 

The DVU was founded as a party in 
1987 and, according to the German inter- 
nal security service, has a national mem- 
bership of around 15,000. It is very weak 
in former East Germany, with few mem- 
bers and little organisational structure. 

Its election campaign consisted of a 
giant leaflet and poster blitz, in which 
much of the state was plastered with 
more than 20,000 posters bearing the 
slogans “Jobs for Germans first” and 
“German money only for German purposes”. 
In addition, Frey hired aeroplanes to criss- 
cross the state trailing banners calling for the 
forced expulsion of “criminal foreigners”. 

This massive American-style propaganda 
effort cost over £1 million, more than the 
combined total spent by the mainstream 
Social Democrats (SPD) and their Christian 
Democrat (CDU) opponents. As a result the 
DVU was able to parachute itself into 
significance in the opinion polls in the last 
few days of the campaign. 

Sachsen-Anhalt is Germany’s poorest state 
and has benefited little from German 
reunification, despite the numerous promises 
of Chancellor Helmut Kohl to improve the 
situation. Phrases such as “‘we will make the 
east German landscape blossom” have had 
little meaning there. Since 1994 more than 
75,000 jobs have disappeared, unemployment 
has risen from an already appalling 15.2% to 
22.6% and all that can be seen on the land- 
scape are dole queues. This has produced a 
right-wing radicalisation in a state in which 
less than 2% of the population are foreigners. 
The massive voter dissatisfaction at the 
region’s social crisis showed through with a 
12% fall in the CDU vote to 22%. 

The DVU’s main support came from young 
people. Among the 18 to 30 age-group the 
DVU is the biggest party, with 30% of the 
vote and a 7% lead over the SPD. Among 
voters aged 18 to 24, the fascists scored 28% 
overall, equal to the SPD and CDU votes 
combined, with 32% of the male vote. 

Frey targeted the 18 to 30 age group, 
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Whipping up race hate in a bid to win votes 


Early fallout 


Only five days after the DVU’s election 
success in Sachsen-Anhalt, its first 
elected candidate bit the dust. Eberhard 
Lehnert, 42, a former CDU member, 
threw the towel in on “health grounds”. 
According to local press reports, 
Lehnert said that the first he knew of 
the DVU’s nazi agenda was when he 
read about it in the press. Clearly” 
embarrassed, he said he would not take 
his seat and urged other elected DVU 
candidates to follow his example. 


because several surveys have revealed this 
group to be the most hostile to to foreigners 
and the most susceptible to right-wing 
extremist propaganda. Earlier this year, a sur- 
vey by a former senior police officer, Bernd 
Wagner, and his colleague Annette Kahane 
indicated that as many as 33% of young peo- 
ple in former East Germany have clearly 
formed fascist opinions. 

Among the unemployed the DVU took 
19% and among workers 23%. Only among 
the over sixties, who perhaps remember well 
the crimes of Hitler’s Nazis, did the DVU get 
less than 5%. 

One disturbing factor is that the DVU’s 
success was not achieved on a low turnout. 
The turnout in April was 70.5% compared to 
55% in the previous regional election in 
1994. 

It is noteworthy that 103,000 out of the 


DVU’s 177,000 votes came 
from people who either were 
voting for the first time or had 
usually abstained. More than 
half of the DVU’s voters had 
abstained in 1994, which 
suggests that Frey’s nazis 
were their only choice.The 
DVU took an_ estimated 
27,000 votes from the CDU. 

The election was a disaster 
for the Greens and_ the 
Liberals, who were wiped 
out. The SPD increased its 
vote slightly to nearly 36%, 
failing to make the gains it 
expected. The vote of its left- 
wing rival, the Party of 
Democratic Socialism (PDS), 
remained steady at 19.6%, 
although it is estimated that 
11,000 PDS voters defected 
to the nazis. 

In the past few months 
Sachsen-Anhalt and especial- 
ly its capital, Magdeburg, has 
seen increasing levels of fascist terror. Much 
of it is orchestrated by hard-core militant nazi 
Kameradschaften, not linked to the DVU. 
Nevertheless, the DVU’s breakthrough will 
add legitimacy to the nazis’ hate campaigns 
among the young unemployed, who are 
concentrated in the huge, bleak, communist- 
era housing estates. 

While the DVU has called for the expulsion 
of foreigners, enormous state investment and 
big tax cuts, the nazi militants have 
conducted campaigns of violence and 
intimidation and stockpiled weapons and 
explosives. In some districts the nazis have 
established “no-go” areas for foreigners, so- 
called “liberated zones”. These neighbour- 
hoods are often patrolled by armed gangs of 
fascist boneheads. 

The first public reaction to the DVU vote 
was one of shock, with special television 
programmes devoted to the election. 
Spokespersons for the SPD and PDS warned 
of further shifts to the right, while the leading 
CDU politician Peter Hintze characteristically 
blamed the left for the staggering nazi vote. 

Sachsen-Anhalt is not the DVU’s first elec- 
toral success. In the early 1990s the party 
managed to win seats in the Bremen and 
Schleswig-Holstein state parliaments, but 
proved itself singularly incompetent and was 
not reelected in either state. In Schleswig- 
Holstein, police investigations proved DVU 
misuse of state funding for elected parties. 
Last year the DVU narrowly missed election 
to the Hamburg state parliament. 

Much of the DVU’s practical incompetence 
is attributable to Frey and his almost paranoid 


authoritarian personality. He allows no rivals, 
is incapable of delegating authority and 
insists on directing events personally from his 
Munich bunker. 

As a result, his candidates are usually of 
abysmal quality and unable to articulate DVU 
policies, except for their blatantly racist 
aspects. Immediately after the election, 
successful DVU candidates refused, probably 
under orders from Frey himself, to be inter- 
viewed unless their “leader” was present. 

The main significance of the DVU vote is 
that it will open the door to a big increase in 
racist and fascist terror and will provide a 
firmer launchpad for organisations such as 
the nazi Nationaldemokratische  Partei 
Deutschlands (NPD). Unlike the DVU, the 
NPD has grassroots structures and talented 
organisers and will be able to organise 
profitably among those who voted for Frey’s 
party, particularly the young. 

The results in Sachsen-Anhalt augur badly 
for the German federal elections in autumn. 
Although election of any fascists to the 
Bundestag remains unlikely, the contest could 
produce further extreme-right breakthroughs, 


Half a century 
of nazi empire 
building 


For Gerhard Frey, the leader of the Deutsche 
Volksunion, the £1 million he spent on his 
party’s campaign in Sachsen-Anhalt is a mere 
drop in the ocean of his personal wealth, esti- 
mated at around £170 million. 

Born in Cham, Bavaria, in the fateful year 
1933, Frey is the son of the owner of a small 
chain of department stores, which his brother 
Adalbert still owns. In the 1950s he gained a 
doctorate in legal and political science. 

Frey’s involvement in the fascist movement 
started in the 1950s, when he was a freelance 
contributor to the monthly paper Deutsche 
Soldaten-Zeitung. This paper had been found- 
ed in 1951 by the former Waffen SS general 
Felix Steiner and a host of other former SS 
men and Nazi Party members, and its target 
readership consisted overwhelmingly of 
Wehrmacht and SS veterans. 

Because the paper was seen as a bulwark 

‘against communism, it was able for several 
years to get funding from the newly founded 
German Federal Republic’s state press office 
and the US occupation administration. 

Between 1958 and 1960, Frey slowly 
acquired financial control of the paper’s pub- 
lishing house and in 1963 he changed the 
name to Deutsche National-Zeitung. Later, in 
1985, he bought the Deutsche Wochen- 
Zeitung from the nazi publisher Waldemar 
Schutz. 

Today, the two weekly papers have a com- 
bined circulation of around 60,000. Their 
main slogans aim to incite racial hatred 
against the seven million foreigners living 
and working in Germany by demanding their 
immediate expulsion. 

The papers are the flagships in Frey’s mini 
press empire. He also publishes books that 
deny the Holocaust, preach race hate or glori- 


especially if the worsening jobs situation — 
almost five million are officially unemployed 
— fails to improve. 

The reaction of the mainstream right to the 
burgeoning fascist threat has been to beef up 
its own policies on foreigners and law and 
order in order to take the wind out of the sails 
of the DVU and NPD. Theo Waigel, the 
Finance Minister, has urged the government 
to take a “much tougher line on internal 
security, immigration and crime”, saying 
“such a course is justified by the Sachsen- 
Anhalt result”. 

The SPD appears disorientated by the 
fascist advance. It knows there are no votes to 
be had among Germany’s seven million for- 
eigners, who cannot vote, and fears losing 
votes to the right if it is seen as too foreigner- 
friendly. Its nominated candidate for 
Chancellor, Gerhard Schréder, flirted with 
racism during last year’s state election in 
Hamburg. 

The SPD’s apparent helplessness was high- 
lighted by a statement from the man in charge 
of the party’s national election campaign, 
Franz Munterfering, in which he speculated: 





ial 


Gerhard Frey (right) cementing links with David Irving (second from right) at the 


“If we make foreigners a main campaign 
issue, what do you think would happen?” As 
yet the SPD has given no hint that it will initi- 
ate a mass anti-fascist campaign. 


Band of law-breakers 


Since the election it has emerged that no 
fewer than five of the DVU’s successful can- 
didates have fallen foul of the law. The lead- 
ing candidate on the party list, Helmut Wolf, 
was exposed by his ex-wife as an alcoholic 
who threatened her with a pistol when she 
demanded that he meet his maintenance pay- 
ments. He was fined £600 in 1995 for this 
offence. 

Another candidate, Mirko Mokry, 19, was 
investigated 18 months ago for daubing a 
monument with swastikas and racist slogans, 
but because the prosecutor’s office held him 
to be merely “stupid”, the charges were 
dropped and he escaped with a caution. 

Mokry’s colleague, Torsten Miksch, is cur- 
rently under investigation by police for hurl- 
ing his Staffordshire terrier dog down a 5m 
well. As yet he has not been prosecuted. 





DVU's first national rally in Passau, December 1991 


fy the exploits of the German militarism of 
the two world wars. 

Also operating from his heavily fortified 
villa in Pasing, Munich, is the Freiheitlicher 
Buch und Zeitschriften Verlag, which pub- 
lishes books and oversees Frey’s lucrative 
sales of video cassettes and Nazi memorabil- 
ia. Ownership of this outfit is registered in the 
name of Frey’s wife, Regine. 

In addition, Frey runs the Deutsche Reisen 
travel agency, which specialises in organising 
trips to former German territories such as 
Silesia and East Prussia. He also derives a 
considerable income from his ownership of 
more than one hundred apartment houses in 
Berlin and Munich. 

Frey’s money-spinning activities have 
always underpinned his political activities, 
which are dominated by his massive ego. 
Frey has never been able to submit to a situa- 
tion which was not absolutely in his control. 


In 1971, he set up the DVU as an umbrella 
organisation in the hope of attracting support 
from the wider and very fragmented German 
fascist scene. This flopped and he then turned 
his attention to trying to grab control of 
the nazi Nationaldemokratische — Partei 
Deutschlands (NPD), which was on a down- 
ward spiral after suffering a big electoral 
reverse in 1969. 

This manoeuvre came unstuck when he 
failed to get elected as deputy leader in 1975 
and walked out. He had, however, also been 
taking part in a number of extra-party initia- 
tives and campaigns, including Aktion Neue 
Rechte and the revanchist Aktion 
Oder/Neisse, which agitated _against 
Germany’s postwar frontiers laid down at the 
Potsdam Conference in 1945. 

These activities caught the eye of the state, 
which conducted several hundred investiga- 
tions into him in the 1960s and 1970s. 
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Between 1958 and 1976, for instance, the 
Bavarian authorities investigated him 402 
times, resulting in not a single conviction. 

An attempt in 1969 by the Bavarian Interior 
Minister to remove Frey’s civil rights was 
thrown out by the federal constitutional court 
in 1974. Frey was always able to depend on 
his numerous friends in the highest reaches of 
the conservative Christian Social Union, not 
least Franz-Josef Strauss, the Bavarian pre- 
mier and former German Defence and, later, 
Finance Minister. 

Other prominent allies included the co- 
author of the Federal Republic’s constitution, 
Dr Theodore Maunz, and the first postwar 
boss of German intelligence, Reinhard 
Gehlen, a former Nazi. After Maunz’s death, 
it was disclosed that he had been a frequent 
contributor, under a pseudonym, to Frey’s 
fascist newspapers. Similarly, Gehlen had 
maintained a secret but voluminous corre- 
spondence with Frey. 

Frey did not give up his attempt to enter 
electoral politics with his rejection by the 
NPD. In 1987, shortly after the foundation of 
the DVU as a registered electoral party, he 
had the satisfaction of buying the NPD out of 
the 1989 European elections by paying his 
rivals £300,000. 

The stunt failed because no one on the 
combined DVU-NPD list (Liste D) was elect- 
ed, but it did assist the decline of the NPD as 
a competitor and allowed Frey to dump the 
alliance two years later. 

Despite Frey’s megalomania and _ the 
widespread distrust of his motives, his per- 
sonal links extend throughout the nazi and 


Confrontation 


in Leipzig 


oosted by the nearly 13% vote for the 
B Deutsche Volksunion (DVU) in 

Sachsen-Anhalt on 26 April, around 
4,000 nazis staged a rally in Leipzig on 1 
May to demand “German jobs for German 
workers”. 

The nazi gathering, staged by the 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands 
(NPD) and its youth organisation, the Junge 
Nationaldemokraten, did not go unopposed, 
as more than 8,000 anti-fascists mobilised to 
try to prevent it. 

The NPD had hoped to bring 15,000 
supporters onto the streets of Leipzig, which 
would have made it the biggest nazi march 
since the war. But if the nazis are licking their 
wounds and regrouping, the anti-fascist 
movement must do likewise, as its sectarian 
divisions could have lost them the day . 

The local authorities had gone to law to 
enforce a ban on the nazi march and won 
three cases in the lower courts. Their efforts 
were finally thwarted when the Sachsen State 
Supreme Court ordered them to permit the 
march to take place. Observers say that the 
decision was inevitable as the nazis were 
sheltering behind the fact that the NPD is a 
registered political party due to stand in 
elections later this year. 
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fascist scene both in Germany and interna- 
tionally. One of his friends and collaborators 
is the British Auschwitz liar David Irving, to 
whom Frey awarded the “Europiisches 
Freiheitspreis” (European Freedom Prize), a 
prize he also bestowed on the historical revi- 
sionist Institute for Historical Review. Others 
are the Russian fascist Vladimir Zhirinovsky 
and, reportedly, the leader of the French Front 
National, Jean-Marie Le Pen. 

In Germany Frey’s career has been one 
long history of association with nazi organisa- 
tions and personalities from the Hitler period. 
These have included the SS veterans’ organi- 
sation HIAG and the late and unlamented 
highly decorated fighter pilot and Nazi fanat- 
ic, Hans-Ulrich Rudel, after whom Frey 
named one of the numerous prizes — generally 
worth up to £3,500 — he awards to outstand- 
ing fascists. 

Frey also has open lines of communication 
with Germany’s violent hard-core nazis. 
Before the Freiheitliche Deutsche 
Arbeiterpartei (FAP) was outlawed, Frey 
allowed its propaganda to be distributed at the 
DVU’s. annual allies in  Passau’s 
Nibelungenhalle. The rallies attract up to 
10,000 fascists and have done international 
damage to Passau’s reputation. 

These rallies are invariably protected by 
hard-core nazi thugs. In the 1970s they often 
came from the notorious Wehrsportgruppe 
Hoffman, whose leader, Karl-Heinz Hoffman, 
was later convicted for murder. This is the 
group that was behind the Munich 
Oktoberfest bombing in 1980 in which 13 
people were killed. As a reward for his ser- 


More than 6,000 


police, including 
special riot units, 
were drafted in 
from all over 
Germany to 
protect the 
thousands _ nazis 


who were expect- 
ed to gather at 
Leipzig’s historic 
Battle of the 
Nations monu- 
ment, which com- 


memorates the Sil 
defeat of 
Napoleon. 


The protests against the nazis had started 
the previous evening with a “Rock Against 
The Right” concert attended by 6,000 anti- 
fascists from across the political and non- 
political spectrum. But the evening ended 
with the same sectarian divisions that had 
marred recent attempts by local anti-fascists 
to build a broad coalition. The organisers had 
hoped that those attending the concert would 
occupy the site of the proposed nazi gather- 
ing, but were forced to call off the plan when 
most people left. 


vices, Frey paid off a £3,500 fine imposed on 
Hoffman in 1976 when he was convicted for 
his violent activities. 

In 1977 activists from the Wiking Jugend, 
now banned, and the notorious nazi Michael 
Kiihnen’s “Hansabinde protected a Frey 
meeting in Hamburg. Since then, activists 
from militant nazi organisations have invari- 
ably been on hand to defend Frey. 

The DVU has also functioned for a long 
time as a training school for nazi militants. 
Many gained their basic education and first 
political experience in the party, including 
Arnulf-Winfried Priem and Frank Hiibner, as 
well as one of the four men convicted for the 
murderous firebomb attack on an immigrant 
family in Solingen in 1993, in which several 
women died. 

Frey sees the DVU success in Sachsen- 
Anhalt as a potential springboard into the fed- 
eral parliament, the Bundestag. At present, 
Frey is conducting negotiations with Franz 
Schénhuber, the former leader of the 
Republikaner Partei, to present a united plat- 
form in regional elections in Bavaria. The 
outcome is not yet known but any alliance is 
unlikely to last given the size of the egos of 
both men. 

If the DVU contests the federal elections in 
autumn, it can be assumed that Frey will 
mount a similar propaganda blitz to that in 
Sachsen-Anhalt. It would be the DVU’s first 
attempt to contest Bundestag elections nation- 
wide, but the campaign is likely to be on at 
least the scale of the DVU’s 1989 European 
election campaign, when it mailed out more 
than 28 million election leaflets. 





Violent nazi cannon-fodder parade in Leipzig 


The next day around 5,000 people marched 
through the city centre in the traditional May 
Day procession. Afterwards many of the 
marchers headed spontaneously for the nazi 
assembly point. 

The police were quick to block their path 
and running battles broke out. The fighting 
was joined by thousands more anti-fascists 
who had assembled in side streets. 

Police action against them was ferocious, 
with the frequent use of high powered water 
cannons, and many people were injured in 
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Above: Christian Worch, out of prison and manning the NPD battle lines in 
Leipzig. Below: Thomas Wulff, a leading nazi street organiser, at an international 


Rudolf Hess memorial march in Sweden 


were 
the 


baton charges. Journalists present 
subjected to the same brutality as 
demonstrators. 

Despite the police efforts, some of the anti- 
fascists reached the monument, which had 
been draped the previous day with a huge 
banner declaring “Fascism Never Again”. 
Police numbers protecting the nazi assembly 
point were just sufficient to prevent the anti- 
fascists breaking through. The anti-fascists 
then tried to stop the nazis from marching by 
building barricades and attacking some of the 
nazis’ vehicles, leaving them in flames. 

Before setting out on their march, the 
cheering nazis were addressed by the chair- 
man of Sachsen NPD and the right-wing 
author Wolfgang Juchem. Also present were 
the notorious nazi activists Thomas “Steiner” 
Wulff and Christian Worch, both from 
Hamburg, and Frank Schwerdt and Christian 
Hehl from Mannheim. 

Holding banners demanding the resignation 
of Chancellor Helmut Kohl and bawling anti- 
semitic slogans, the nazi mob heard speakers 
roaring propaganda against foreign workers, 
the “Jewish” banks, monopolies and the 
European Union, which they said were help- 
ing cause unemployment. All three verses of 
the German National Anthem were sung, 
including the first verse, banned after the war 
for its expansionist sentiments. 

Later, some of nazis, fired by their partial 

‘triumph and a lot of beer, launched assaults 
on their police protectors by pelting them 
with bottles and stones in an attempt to march 
into the Leipzig city centre, which had been 
sealed off to them. 

The police retaliated by severely beating 
many of the nazis, for the most part bone- 
heads, some wearing illegal swastika arm 
bands and giving Nazi salutes. These are the 
cannon fodder now being recruited into the 
NPD from a range of banned hardline nazi 
groups. Many present were struck by the dis- 
cipline exerted on this rabble by the NPD’s 
own steward force. 

The fact that the anti-nazi forces in Leipzig 
were double the strength of the nazis and the 
NPD could only function as a result of a great 
deal of police violence against the anti- 
fascists at least shows the potential for the 
forces of democracy in Germany to mobilise. 








As soon as they can overcome their juvenile 
infighting they should be a force for the nazis 
to reckon with. 

The NPD had an estimated 3,500 members 
last year but now probably has more than 
5,000. It has grown rapidly among the young 
— 30% of whom voted DVU -— in eastern 
Germany where unemployment is more than 
20%. Leipzig is in the NPD’s Sachsen 
stronghold, where the NPD today has more 
members than the left-oriented Greens. 

The results of the DVU vote and the NPD 
rally are already obvious. Firstly, democratic 
liberties are being further curtailed. Anti- 
fascists were taken into preventive custody 
before even reaching Leipzig. Hundreds of 
anti-fascists were prevented by massive 
police roadblocks and searches of vehicles 
from entering the city. 

Seventy people were arrested in Leipzig, 
five of whom were remanded in custody. As 
Searchlight goes to press, the extent of the 
injuries on both sides and among the police 
remains unclear. Although the Leipzig 
authorities called for a ban on the nazi march, 
they appeared to regard the anti-fascist 


movement as more of a violent threat than the 
heirs of Hitler. 

At the same time, under the pressure of the 
fascists, the mainstream conservative right, 
led by Kohl, is beefing up its own policies on 
asylum, immigration and law and order to 
prevent nazis from capturing conservative 
votes in this autumn’s national election. 

While Kohl recently told foreign residents 
that if they did not like Germany they could 
“get out’, his Bavarian CSU _ coalition 
partners have already, apparently, started to 
expel foreigners. At the beginning of May, 
the Munich authorities ordered a Turkish 
family, resident in Bavaria for over 30 years, 
to leave because of the criminal record of 
their 13-year-old son. 


From our German correspondent and other 
German and foreign journalists and anti- 
fascist eyewitnesses 


EASTERN EUROPE . 


Latvian police chief 
sacked 


Latvia’s chief of police has been sacked for 
taking part in a march of SS veterans and for 
ignoring a warning that a synagogue was 
going to be attacked. The synagogue bombing 
in the Latvian capital, Riga, on 2 April 
injured several people and caused heavy dam- 
age to doors and windows. 

Police chief Aldis Lieljuksis was accused 
of gross negligence for ignoring the warning 
of an impending attack on the synagogue and 
for having refused to sanction the installation 
of video surveillance equipment to protect the 
building and worshippers. 

The bombing is only the latest in a series of 
attacks on the building. In December last year 
the synagogue was daubed with swastikas 
and in 1995 it was the target of another attack 
in which explosives were used. To date, 
nobody has been arrested for any of these 
incidents. 

The attack came two weeks after the parade 
in Riga by more than 400 veterans of :the 
Latvian Legion of Hitler’s murderous SS. 
One of the guest speakers at the event was 
Latvia’s army commander Juris Dalbins, who 
praised the former SS men for their “coura- 
geous fight against the Soviet army”. He too 
lost his job. 

Antisemitic terror is also rife in Russia. A 
bomb blast destroyed a wall of the Marina 
Roshcha Lubavitch synagogue in Moscow in 
May and shattered windows of nearby build- 
ings. Although there was only one minor 
casualty, a few minutes earlier the synagogue 
had been filled with children attending a spe- 
cial service. 

On the same day as the bombing a Jewish 
cemetery in Irkutsk, Siberia, was desecrated 
with 149 headstones damaged or daubed with 
swastikas and antisemitic abuse. 

The nazi terrorists who carry out such 
attacks are not without at least tacit support in 
the Russian establishment. Earlier this year 
Gennady Zyuganov, the Communist Party 
leader, expressed conern about the “numbers 
of non-Russians in the country’s leadership”, 
a thinly-veiled reference to Jews in the gov- 
ernment. 
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Reflex _is the 


French equivalent of 


Searchlight. It publishes a magazine and 
carries out excellent research and analysis 


of the far right in France. Reflex is pleased 
to extend the benefit of its expertise to 
Searchlight’s readers by contributing a 
monthly resumé of events in France. 





FN squabbles as centre-right struggles to hold 


ore than 12,000 members of the 
M fascist Front National took to the 

streets of Paris in their traditional 
May Day Joan of Arc demonstration. 
Following the party’s boost in the March 
regional elections, the demonstration attract- 
ed FN activists from all over France. 

As usual, the demonstration was led by 
young fascists dressed up as Joan of Arc and 
15th century soldiers, while Le Pen laid flow- 
ers at the historic Joan of Arc statue. Waving 
French flags and bawling “France for the 
French” and “Le Pen for President”, the 
demonstrators poured into the Place de 
l’Opera to listen to their leader, Jean-Marie 
Le Pen. A huge sign, reading “Long live the 
franc, long live France, long live the French”, 
formed the background to the speakers’ 
podium. 

Only 300 activists made up the student 
contingent, indicating that the FN’s youth 
organisation, the FNJ, has lost some of its 
recruiting momentum. However, the youth 


credible challenge to the European Union. 

The FN demonstration highlighted, above 
all, the fact that the entire fascist right in 
France is now mobilising fully behind Le 
Pen. The small splinter groups all took part in 
the FN’s May Day spectacle, often with their 
own banners, but did not stage their previous- 
ly annual provocation on 8 May. 

No doubt, the May Day event will be use- 
ful in diverting the FN’s members from 
dwelling on the party’s two recent setbacks: 
the removal of civil rights from Le Pen for 
two years and the party’s failure to hold on to 
its only parliamentary seat in a by-election 
caused by the disqualification of Jean-Marie 
Le Chevallier, who is also mayor of Toulon. 

Le Pen was convicted of assaulting an anti- 
fascist. Although he has appealed, it looks 
likely that the conviction will be confirmed. 
If so, he will not be able to contest the next 
European elections and head the FN’s 
candidates’ list. 

Le Chevallier lost his seat in the National 





Chevallier’s nomination of his wife, without reference to the FN’s 
rules, caused enormous resentment among some party members in 
the south, who argued that the candidate should have been appointed 


by the party’s political bureau 





contingent was more nakedly fascist and radi- 
cal, compared to the discretion shown by 
older participants. 

On previous occasions Le Pen has concen- 
trated on the social aspects of May Day. This 
year he paid far less tribute to the trades 
unions and workers. The reason for this is 
probably the relative failure of the FN to cap- 
italise further on its earlier successes in build- 
ing a base among working people. Although 
the FN did well in the regional elections, it 
failed to reach its publicly stated target of 
winning more than 300 seats on regional 
councils and did not capture as many work- 
ing-class votes as it hoped. 

Le Pen used his speech to lambast 
President Jacques Chirac and oppose the sin- 
gle European currency. He attacked the US 
media for promoting globalisation which, he 
said, promotes “‘a liberalism without brakes or 
limits”. In a clearly antisemitic reference, he 
claimed that “international finance” is 
“destroying nations, and its prophets are 
CNN, the Washington Post and the Eurocracy 
in Brussels”. 

Hoping to profit from the paralysis of the 
French Communist Party, which for different 
reasons also opposes European monetary 
union but is part of a government which 
supports it, Le Pen told his cheering audience 
that only the FN can now mount a 
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Assembly after serious irregularities were 
found in the financial returns from his elec- 
tion campaign. In particular, it emerged that 
he had spent more on his campaign than 
legally allowed. 

In the run-up to the by-election on 3 May, 
Le Chevallier attempted to take a leaf out the 
book of Bruno Mégret, the FN’s second-in- 
command, by slotting in his wife as his 
replacement. His nomination of her, without 
reference to the FN’s rules, caused enormous 
resentment among some party members in the 
south, who argued that the candidate should 
have been appointed by the party’s political 
bureau. 

It has also fuelled factional tensions within 
the FN, already inflamed by accusations in a 
book by the veteran fascist and leading FN 
member Roger Gaucher that Le Pen violates 
the party’s rules by having the sole power to 
decide who will be a candidate. 

Although the choice of Cendrine Le 
Chevallier was not popular, she was rapidly 
endorsed by Le Pen, who obviously placed 
high value on her fanatical loyalty to the 
party and her 20-year career as a fascist 
activist. It is noteworthy that her sister, 
Katherine D’Herbais, is one of the latest crop 
of successful FN candidates in the northern 
Picardy region. 

In the Toulon area, the Le Chevalliers are 


well established as leading fascists but not 
altogether popular with the party’s rank and 
file. This may have been a factor in Ms Le 
Chevallier’s very narrow defeat. After the 
first round, in which she polled 39% of the 
vote and had a 6% lead over her nearest 
opponent, it seemed likely that the FN would 
hold the seat. In the second round, however, 
the Socialists threw everything into the cam- 
paign and just pipped her at the post, with a 
33-vote majority, much to the dismay of the 
fascists. 

There are lessons to be drawn from this. 
The first round demonstrated the more or less 
complete collapse in the south of Chirac’s 
conservative RPR, which got only 22%, 
opening the road to power for the FN. It also 
indicated alarming voter apathy, especially 
among former RPR voters. 

It was only because of a rather better voter 
turnout and the fact that some conservatives 
voted Socialist in the second round that the 
EN suffered a reverse. The transfer of votes 
from conservatives to the left is a new phe- 
nomenon which may not be repeated. 

The FN has demanded a recount because of 
the close result, but is unlikely to be success- 
ful because the election was conducted prop- 
erly. The party now has no members in the 
National Assembly. 

In the regional parliaments the FN is con- 
tinuing its spoiling tactics by blocking and 
disrupting decisions, both in regions ruled by 
left minority governments as well as in those 
presided over by conservatives elected with 
the FN’s support. In Normandy this strategy 
has already paid off, with the election of 
Dominique Chaboche, a close ally of Le Pen, 
to vice-presidency of the parliament. 


Centre-right attempts 
anti-FN alliance 


The parties of the mainstream right have 
finally agreed to form an alliance to oppose 
Le Pen. Its declared aim is to unite all those 
on the right who refuse to have anything to do 
with the Front National. The group, to be 
called lAlliance, will include President 
Chirac’s RPR, as well as the various factions 
that form the virtually defunct centre-right 
UDF. 

The alliance will leave those conservatives 
who have made local deals with the FN out in 
the cold. If the new group survives, there 
should be only one conservative candidate in 
the next presidential election in four years’ 
time. The alliance will hope to combat the 
recent voter apathy among RPR voters, which 
has helped the FN prosper in the south of 
France. 


SEARCHLIGHT 


ON THE STATES 





Irving pursued across 


British justice by trekking around the 
United States, the Coalition for Human 
Dignity proved the ageing historical writer 
wrong again. For years, Irving has delighted 
his readers with the claim that if the Nazis 
had deliberately killed millions of Jews, then 
Hitler didn’t know about it. It is a preposter- 
ous thesis about a man and a party that lived 
and died by the so-called Fiihrerprinzip, or 
leadership principle. As Irving has descended 
into explicit antisemitic myth-making, his 
audiences have grown smaller and smaller. 
On this trip across North America, Irving 
could not enter Canada because of a previous 
encounter with the authorities there. As 
Searchlight went to press, the peripatetic his- 
toriker had spoken to 150 students in 
Pullman, Washington. But elsewhere in 
Washington state, California, Oregon, 
Georgia and Virginia he spoke only to small 
groups of devotees. Additional lectures were 
scheduled for New Jersey, Ohio, Illinois, 
South Carolina, Florida and Louisiana. In 
each town the meetings were dull affairs and 
the theme the same: the Jews don’t like me, 
therefore buy my books and give me money. 
The small town of Vancouver, Washington, 
was exceptional, however. There Irving was 
formally served with a statutory demand for 
payment of a £7,500 judgment owed to the 
Board of Deputies of British Jews. The pay- 
ment had been ordered by a British court. 
Although Irving’s sponsors tried to hide him 
behind an elaborate set of precautionary mea- 
sures and then surrounded him with eight 
skinhead minders, the Seattle-based Coalition 
for Human Dignity (CHD) penetrated the veil 


I: David Irving thought he could escape 








Sleepless in Seattle. No, just miser- 
able in London: David Irving 


of secrecy and arranged for a professional 
process server to deliver him the papers in 
full view. 

CHD, which publishes a quarterly maga- 
zine, The Dignity Report, has publicly 
protested at Irving’s appearances in the past. 
The anti-fascist, anti-racist group first organ- 
ised after neo-nazis in Portland, Oregon, mur- 
dered an Ethiopian immigrant, and is now 
commemorating its tenth anniversary. 

According to CHD, about a dozen 
Canadians attended Irving’s Seattle affair, 
which was organised by Doyal Gudgel and 
Canadian Heinz Koppe. Security was ostensi- 
bly handled by Kim Badynski, who has spent 
almost 20 years organising for the Knights of 


the Ku Klux Klan and playing host to visiting 
British National Party members, including the 
paedophile Ken Walsh. Several of the skin- 
heads minding Irving in Vancouver, 
Washington, were linked to an emerging 
northwest crew calling itself Volksfront. 
Several Volksfront band members were 
arrested in Sweden earlier this year. 

Elsewhere too Irving’s extreme-right links 
showed. In New Jersey the contact phone 
number for Irving’s event was the same as 
that registered in the past as a local contact 
for William Pierce’s National Alliance. And 
the only public campus forum was organised 
by Washington State University student Justin 
Ried, who runs a revisionist homepage on the 
internet. 

In Georgia, attorneys Sam Dickson and 
Martin O’Toole hosted a_ slightly more 
upmarket fundraising affair at a local Steak 
and Ale restaurant. Dickson made the pitch, 
arguing that even if attendees did not want 
their names publicly associated with the 
“controversial” Irving, they should donate 
funds to cover his mounting legal costs. A 
meeting at the Polo India Club in downtown 
Washington, DC was an equally nondescript 
chance for Irving to vent his anger about 
Jews. 

On this occasion, Irving promised this 
would be his last speaking tour in the States. 
Further travel there may simply not be cost- 
effective. 


For in-depth news on the 
American far right, read 
The Dignity Report 
Quarterly magazine of the 
Coalition for Human Dignity 
Subscriptions in the US: 


US$36 per year individuals 

$75 institutions. 

Overseas rates on enquiry. 

Correspondence to: 

The Coalition for Human Dignity, PO 

Box 21266, Seattle, WA 98111, USA 
* e-mail chdpdx @aol.com 





Polish fascists attempt to hijack May Day 


Fascists were active throughout Poland on 
May Day, although this year they tried to 
join forces with other anti-communist 
demonstrators, rather than stage their own 
marches. 

In Warsaw, a gang of several dozen 
activists of Narodowe Odrodzenie Polski 
(National Rebirth of Poland), the Polish 
section of the International Third Position, 
took part in a brawl between left-wing 
demonstrators and members of conservative 
student groups. 

Representatives of rival right-wing factions 
also gathered in Oswiecim, near the site of 
the Auschwitz concentration camp, for a 
Catholic Mass to demonstrate their determi- 
nation to defend the symbol of the cross on 
the camp museum. 

The issue of the cross, which some Jewish 


groups have demanded be removed, has 
become a big rallying cry for all sorts of anti- 
semitic and racist groups. Some politicians of 
the governing right-wing alliance, Akcja 
Wyborcza Solidarnose (Solidarity Electoral 
Action) have also exploited the controversy. 
At least two prominent MPs, Jan Lopuszanski 
and Antoni Macierewicz, were present at the 
Mass alongside members of the far-right 
Stronnictwo Narodowe (SN — National Party) 


and Stronnictwo Narodowe “Szczerbiec” 
(National Party “Sword’’). 
On 2 May, the extreme nationalist 


Mlodziez Wszechpolska (All-Polish Youth) 
and the SN joined the official commemora- 
tions of the anniversary of an anti-German 
uprising in Silesia. 

The following day, 3 May, is an important 
national holiday in Poland to commemorate 


the country’s 1791 constitution. In Krakow a 
group of right-wing students, including 
fascist skinheads, violently prevented dele- 
gates from the former communist Democratic 
Left Alliance from laying wreaths at the 
monument to the Unknown Soldier. 

A number of nazi skinheads were involved 
in a similar clash in Gdansk. The events of 
the first three days of May show that after the 
extreme right’s poor showing in last year’s 
general election some groups have decided to 
press for even more cooperation with 
mainstream right-wing organisations. 
Unfortunately, the leaders of the conservative 
right seem quite content to accept support 
from the far right instead of keeping the fas- 
cists at arm’s length. 


From our Polish correspondent 


Searchlight, June 1998 23 


The National Socialist Front (NSF), which is 
allied to Combat 18, decided to make a big 
splash on May Day. After calling a rally in 
Orebro in central Sweden, which was banned 
by the police, 80 NSF activists eventually 
descended upon the 5,000 inhabitants of the 
peaceful town of Nora. 

The rally took place after several hours of 
playing hide and seek with the police on nar- 
row country roads. Although there was a 
heavy police presence in nearby towns, the 
Nora police were caught unawares. 

Forming a thin line, eight local police 
officers equipped with riot shields and hel- 
mets tried to block the road to the nazis. 
Charging ahead, the nazis simply walked 
through the police line as if it were not there. 

A researcher from the anti-fascist magazine 
Expo, one of the few journalists at the scene, 
overheard a desperate police task force chief 
telling his superiors on the radio: “We haven’t 
got a chance to stop this rally; they attacked 
us with violent force and used the flags 
as bats,’ as he requested immediate 
reinforcements. 

Meanwhile, the uniformed nazis strutted 
through the streets and formed columns in the 
town’s main square. The NSF “propaganda 
minister” Bj6rn Bjérkqvist and party leader 
Anders Hégstrém both gave short speeches 
and called for unyielding struggle against 
“international Jewry” and the “multicultural 
society”. 

Just as with the Kristallnacht demonstra- 
tion in November last year, the NSF scored a 
moral victory in that nobody could stop the 
rally. What was encouraging, however, was 
the reaction of the Nora population. The ini- 


Eighty Swedish nazis march, eighty arrested 








Anders Hégstrom (left facing camera), leader of the NSF, at the Rudolf Hess 


demonstration in Trollhattan in 1996 


tial shock of the nazi presence — unheard of 
and unseen for decades in the town’s streets — 
was quickly replaced with what can only be 
described as anger. 

At first only a few individuals showed 
resistance by beginning to shout “smash 
racism” and “nazis, go to hell”. But as the 
nazis scurried back to their assembly point, 
hundreds of citizens began following them 
down the road, with an increasingly worried 
and very thin police line in between. 


Far-right results in English local elections, 7 May 1998 
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As the nazis were packing up, cat calls and 
abuse were shouted at them. The scene might 
have turned ugly had police reinforcements 
not appeared. More than 120 riot police, with 
dogs, buses, motorcycle police, a helicopter 
and a somewhat confused press spokesman, 
all suddenly descended on Nora. The town 
had not seen anything like it since the 1930s. 

All 80 nazis were duly arrested for riot. 


From our Swedish correspondent 




































